
DARK-BELLIED BRENT GOOSE
Branta bernicla bernicla
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4 Action Plan

The Dark-bellied Brent Goose (Branta bernicla bernicla) is one of the species that has its breeding 
grounds in the high Arctic (Siberia). They arrive there late May/ early June.  Only shortly after, the 
young hatch in July, just less than two months later they migrate together with their parents to the 
wintering grounds in Western Europe.

The breeding starts in mid June. The majority of the Brent Geese 
breed on the shores of the Taimyr Peninsula and on small islands 
off the coast in the Kara Sea. They breed in colonies of up to 
several hundred pairs, often mixed with large gulls. These gulls 
protect the nests and young of the Brent Goose against predation 
of Arctic foxes but, at the same time, predation by gulls take place. 
The clutch size is 3 to 4, maximal 6 eggs. In good years with 
favourable weather and also a high lemming density the breeding 
success can be very high. But in years with bad weather 
conditions or only a few lemmings available, predators, like 
Arctic foxes and Snowy Owls among others swap from their main 
prey, the lemmings, to young water birds, including the Brent 
Geese and can cause major breeding failure.

The young hatch in mid July and are immediately led to the water. 
At the end of July the geese all gather at joint moulting places, 
where they are flightless and very vulnerable for some weeks. In 
late August they start the migration back to the wintering 
grounds  in Western Europe, where they arrive in September.
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In September the geese gather along the coast 
of the Wadden Sea, west as far as England and 
south to France. Some have travelled from as 
far east as the Lena Delta, more than 5,000 km 
away. In total the population is estimated to 
have stabilised today at about 250,000 - 
300,000 birds after a crash in the 1930s. They 
only started to recover in the 1970s from less 
than 20,000. In the Wadden Sea they start 
grazing the eel grass in autumn. Later in 
spring they move to the salt marshes to feed on 
the freshly sprouting grass. In some cases the 
geese move increasingly further inland behind 
the dykes, where they are more and more in 
conflict with local farmers. Hunting and other 
human activities have an impact, specially in 
Russia. 

The recovery of the population status of the Brent 
Goose is one of the success stories of nature 
conservation. However due to loss of natural coastal 
habitats in the wintering areas the number of 
conflicts with local farmers has increased.  An 
international action plan, developed under AEWA, 
aims to secure and manage the population on a high 
viable level, to conserve and/ or restore natural 
coastal habitats and, last but not least, reduce the 
agricultural conflict through international 
cooperation between the countries involved.
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×åðíàÿ êàçàðêà (Branta bernicla bernicla)  ñàìûé âûñîêîàðêòè÷åñêèé èç 
ãóñåé Ðîññèè, ïðèëåòàåò íà ìåñòà ãíåçäîâàíèÿ â òóíäðû ßìàëà, Ãûäàíà, 
Òàéìûðà, íà îñòðîâà Êàðñêîãî ìîðÿ è â çàïàäíóþ ßêóòèþ (âïëîòü äî äåëüòû 
Ëåíû) â íà÷àëå èþíÿ, ïðåîäîëåâàÿ ïóòü îò ìåñò çèìîâîê äî 5000 êì. Çèìóåò îíà 
íà ïîáåðåæüÿõ çàïàäíîé Åâðîïû: âî Ôðàíöèè, Âåëèêîáðèòàíèè, Íèäåðëàíäàõ, 
Ãåðìàíèè è Äàíèè. ×åðíûå êàçàðêè âåñü ãîä ýêîëîãè÷åñêè ñâÿçàíû ñ ìîðñêèìè 
ïîáåðåæüÿìè. Îñíîâíûå ìåñòà îñòàíîâîê íà ïðîëåòå âåñíîé è îñåíüþ 
ðàñïîëàãàþòñÿ íà Áåëîì ìîðå, áëèç ãîðîäîâ Êåìü, Áåëîìîðñê, Àðõàíãåëüñê è íà 
ïîëóîñòðîâå Êàíèí. Çäåñü ïòèöû îòäûõàþò è, êàê è çèìîé â Åâðîïå, ïèòàþòñÿ 
ìîðñêîé òðàâîé Çîñòåðîé â ïðèëèâíîé çîíå è ìîëîäîé òðàâîé íà ïðèáðåæíûõ 
ìàðøàõ. Ìåñòàìè, íà çèìîâêàõ, ÷åðíûå êàçàðêè ïîëíîñòüþ ïåðåêëþ÷àþòñÿ íà 
ñåëüñêîõîçÿéñòâåííûå óãîäüÿ, íàíîñÿ ýêîíîìè÷åñêèé óùåðá ôåðìåðñêèì 
õîçÿéñòâàì.

Â òóíäðàõ ÷åðíûå êàçàðêè ãíåçäÿòñÿ ïîîäèíî÷êå è êîëîíèÿìè, ÷àñòî íà 
îñòðîâàõ, èíîãäà áëèç ãíåçä áåëîé ñîâû è äðóãèõ õèùíûõ ïòèö, èëè â êîëîíèÿõ 
êðóïíûõ ÷àåê. Òàêîå ïîêðîâèòåëüñòâî ïîìîãàåò èì îõðàíÿòü ñâîå ïîòîìñòâî îò 
õèùíèêîâ  ïåñöîâ è ïîìîðíèêîâ. Â ãíåçäå îáû÷íî 3-6 ÿèö. Âûëóïëåíèå ïòåíöîâ 
ïðîèñõîäèò â èþëå, çà íèì ñëåäóåò ïåðèîä ëèíüêè, êîãäà ãóñè íà äâå íåäåëè 
òåðÿþò ñïîñîáíîñòü ê ïîëåòó. Ìîëîäûå ïòèöû îñåíüþ îòëè÷àþòñÿ îò âçðîñëûõ 
îòñóòñòâèåì áåëîãî îøåéíèêà è íàëè÷èåì áåëûõ êàåìîê íà êðîþùèõ ïåðüÿõ 
êðûëüåâ.
          Îáùàÿ ÷èñëåííîñòü ÷åðíûõ êàçàðîê îò Åâðîïû äî Òàéìûðà ñîñòàâëÿåò 
îêîëî 250  300 òûñÿ÷ ïòèö. Â ðåçóëüòàòå ìåð îõðàíû ýòà ïîïóëÿöèÿ 
âîññòàíîâèëàñü ïîñëå äåïðåññèè â 1950-60õ ãã., íî ÷èñëåííîñòü åå äî ñèõ ïîð 
íåñòàáèëüíà. Â Ðîññèè â íàñòîÿùåå âðåìÿ îáñóæäàåòñÿ âîïðîñ îòêðûòèÿ îõîòû 
íà ÷åðíûõ êàçàðîê.  Íî äåëàòü ýòî íàäî îñòîðîæíî, ÷òîáû âíîâü íå ïîäîðâàòü èõ

 ÷èñëåííîñòü. Ìåæäóíàðîäíûé ïëàí äåéñòâèé, ðàçðàáîòàííûé ïîä ýãèäîé 
Àôðî-Åâðîàçèàòñêîãî ñîãëàøåíèÿ î ïåðåëåòíûõ âîäîïëàâàþùèõ ïòèöàõ 
(AEWA), íàïðàâëåí íà ðàçðàáîòêó ýôôåêòèâíîé ñèñòåìû îõðàíû è 
èñïîëüçîâàíèÿ ðåñóðñîâ ÷åðíîé êàçàðêè. Â Ðîññèè èíôîðìàöèþ î Ïëàíå è 
îòâåòû íà Âàøè âîïðîñû Âû ìîæåòå ïîëó÷èòü â Ðàáî÷åé ãðóïïå ïî 
ãóñåîáðàçíûì ïòèöàì Ñåâåðíîé Åâðàçèè ïî àäðåñó: Ìîñêâà, 119071, Ëåíèíñêèé 
ïðîñïåêò 33, ÈÏÝÝ ÐÀÍ (ÐÃÃ). Òåë. (095) 138 22 31, rgg@eesjr.msk.ru 

© Jan van de Kam


	Page 1

