DARK-BELLIED BRENT GOOSE

Branta bernicla bernicla

The Dark-bellied Brent Goose (Branta bernicla bernicla) is one of the species that has its breeding
grounds in the high Arctic (Siberia). They arrive there late May/ early June. Only shortly after, the
young hatch in July, just less than two months later they migrate together with their parents to the

wintering grounds in Western Europe.
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In September the geese gather along the coast
of the Wadden Sea, west as far as England and
south to France. Some have travelled from as
far east as the Lena Delta, more than 5,000 km
away. In total the population is estimated to
have stabilised today at about 250,000 -
300,000 birds after a crash in the 1930s. They
only started to recover in the 1970s from less
than 20,000. In the Wadden Sea they start
grazing the eel grass in autumn. Later in
spring they move to the salt marshes to feed on
the freshly sprouting grass. In some cases the
geese move increasingly further inland behind
the dykes, where they are more and more in
conflict with local farmers. Hunting and other
human activities have an impact, specially in
Russia.
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4 Action Plan

The recovery of the population status of the Brent
Goose is one of the success stories of nature
conservation. However due to loss of natural coastal
habitats in the wintering areas the number of
conflicts with local farmers has increased. An
international action plan, developed under AEWA,
aims to secure and manage the population on a high
viable level, to conserve and/ or restore natural
coastal habitats and, last but not least, reduce the
agricultural conflict through international
cooperation between the countries involved.

Yepuas xa3apka (Branta bernicla bernicla) caMblii BBICOKOAPKTHYECKHIA U3
ryceii Poccum, mpuiieraer Ha MecTa IHe3J0BaHMsi B TyHApPHI SImana, Ibinana,
Taiimbipa, Ha ocTpoBa Kapckoro mops u B 3anagHyi0 AAKyTHio (BILIOTH 10 AeJIbThI
JleHbl) B Ha4YaJIe HIOHS, IIPE0I01eBas MYTh OT MecT 3MM0BOK 10 S000 kM. 3umyeT oHa
Ha nodepexbsax 3anaaHoil EBponsl: Bo ®pannnu, Bernkodpurannn, Hunepiaannax,
I'epmanun n Janun. YepHsble Ka3apKu Bech IO/l 3K0JI0TMYeCKH CBA3aHbI C MOPCKUMU
nodepexbsivi. OCHOBHBIE MeCTa OCTAHOBOK HAa IpoJieTe BECHOH M OCEHbIO
pacnonarawTcs Ha besiom mope, 6,113 ropatoB Kemb, bejioMopck, ApxaHre/bCck H Ha
nosryoctpose Kanus. 31ech NTHIBI OTABIXAKOT U, Kak U 3uMoii B EBporne, nuTarorcst
MOPCKO¥ TpaBoii 30cTepoii B NPHJIMBHON 30He H M0JIOJ0W TPaBoii HAa MPHOPEKHBIX
Mapmax. Mecramu, Ha 3MMOBKAX, YePHbIE Ka3aPKH MOJHOCTBIO NEPEKJIIMAI0TCS Ha
CeJIbCKOXO03SIICTBEHHBIE YIoibsi, HAHOCS JIKOHOMHMYECKHH ymep0d ¢depMepckum
X03s1iicTBaM.

B TyHApax yepHbIe Ka3apKH FHe3IATCS HOOAHHOYKe U KOJTOHUSIMH, YaCTO HA
0CTPOBAX, HHOI'Aa 0JIM3 rHe3] 0e/10¥ COBBI M IPYTMX XHIIHBIX NITHII, UJIU B KOJOHHAX
KPYNHBIX YaeK. Takoe MOKPOBUTEIHCTBO IOMOTaeT UM OXPAHATH CBOE OTOMCTBO OT
XHIIHMKOB IeCI0B U NIOMOPHHUKOB. B rue3e 0061410 3-6 siun. Belaynienue nTeHoB
NPONCXOAMUT B HIQIE, 32 HUM CJIeyeT Mepuoj JUHBKH, KOIIa TyCH Ha JBe HeleJHn
TepSAI0T CIOCOOHOCTH K noseTy. Mosoabie NTHIBI 0CEHBIO OTINYAIOTCS OT B3POCIBIX
OTCYTCTBHEM 0€JIOr0 OIIeifHNKa W HaJu4HeM 0eJbIX KaeMOK Ha KPOKINMX Mepbax
KPbLIbeB.

O0u1as YMCJIeHHOCTh YepPHbIX Ka3apok oT EBponbl 10 TaiiMbipa cocTaBiser
okono 250 300 Tteicau nTun. B pe3yiabTare Mep oXpaHbl 3Ta NOMYJISIIUS
BOCCTAHOBHJIACH MocJIe Aenpeccud B 1950-60x rr., HO YHCIEHHOCTH ee A0 CHX IOp
HecTa0wiIbHA. B Pocenu B HacTosimee BpeMst 00cy:K1aeTCsl BONPOC OTKPBITHSI OXOThI
HAa YepHBIX ka3apok. Ho ae1aTh 3T0 HA/10 0CTOPOKHO, YTOOBI BHOBB He IOI0PBATh MX
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The breeding starts in mid June. The majority of the Brent Geese
breed on the shores of the Taimyr Peninsula and on small islands
off the coast in the Kara Sea. They breed in colonies of up to
several hundred pairs, often mixed with large gulls. These gulls
protect the nests and young of the Brent Goose against predation
of Arctic foxes but, at the same time, predation by gulls take place.
The clutch size is 3 to 4, maximal 6 eggs. In good years with
favourable weather and also a high lemming density the breeding
success can be very high. But in years with bad weather
conditions or only a few lemmings available, predators, like
Arctic foxes and Snowy Owls among others swap from their main
prey, the lemmings, to young water birds, including the Brent
Geese and can cause major breeding failure.
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The young hatch in mid July and are immediately led to the water.
At the end of July the geese all gather at joint moulting places,
where they are flightless and very vulnerable for some weeks. In
late August they start the migration back to the wintering
grounds in Western Europe, where they arrive in September.
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Nesting sites of Branta bernicla bernicla Mountains

Stop-over sites of Branta bernicla bernicla Deserts

Wintering sites of Branta bernicla bernicla
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Migration route of Bramta bernicla bernicla Wetlands
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YHCJEHHOCTh. MeKIyHApOAHBbI NJIaH JelcTBHMii, pa3pa0doTaHHbI MOA ITUAOH

Adpo-EBpoa3narckoro coriameHuss 0 MepejeTHBIX BOAOIUIABAIOIINX NTHIAX
(AEWA), nHanpaBieH Ha pa3padoTky 3¢ (eKTHBHOI cHCTeMbl OXPaHbI H
HCIIOJIb30BAHMSA pecypcoB 4YepHoil ka3apku. B Poccum mapopmanuio o Ilnane u
oTBeTbl Ha Bamm Bompocel Bbl Moskere moayunth B PaOoueii rpynme mo
ryceodpasnbiM nTuam CeBepHoii EBpa3uu no agpecy: Mocksa, 119071, Jlenunckuii
npocnekt 33, UI133 PAH (PI'T). Tex. (095) 138 22 31, rgg@eesjr.msk.ru
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