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Introduction 
 
In Article II of the Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds, Parties 
agree, as a fundamental principle, to take co-ordinated measures to maintain migratory waterbird 
species in a favourable conservation status or to restore them to such a status. To this end, the 
Parties agree to apply within the limits of their national jurisdiction a number of general conservation 
measures prescribed in Article III of the Agreement, as well as a number of more specific actions 
determined in the Action Plan appended to the Agreement. In paragraph 7.3 of the Action Plan, the 
Agreement Secretariat is required to co-ordinate the development of a series of Conservation 
Guidelines to assist the Parties in the implementation of their obligations under the Agreement. 
These Conservation Guidelines, which should be prepared in co-ordination with the Technical 
Committee and with the assistance of experts from Range States, were submitted to the First and 
Second Meetings of the Parties, which recommended publication after minor amendment, and 
further recommended regular review (Article IV, paragraph 4 of the Agreement). The Technical 
Committee keeps the guidelines under review, and formulates draft recommendations and 
resolutions relating to their development, content and implementation for consideration at sessions 
of the Meeting of the Parties (paragraph 7.6 of the Action Plan). 
 
Paragraph 7.3 of the Action Plan gives a list of some of the topics that should be covered by the 
Conservation Guidelines. These are as follows: 
 
(a) single species action plans; 
(b) emergency measures; 
(c) preparation of site inventories and habitat management methods; 
(d) hunting practices; 
(e) trade in waterbirds; 
(f) tourism; 
(g) reducing crop damage; 
(h) a waterbird monitoring protocol. 
 
Preparation of the Conservation Guidelines was identified as a major activity in the International 
Implementation Plan for the Agreement of the Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory 
Waterbirds 1997-1999, prepared by Wetlands International in April 1997 with financial support from 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Nature Management and Fisheries in The Netherlands. Activity 3 of the 
Implementation Plan involved the preparation of nine sets of conservation guidelines, following the 
list in paragraph 7.3 of the Action Plan, but treating site inventories and habitat management 
methods as two separate topics. These Guidelines were accepted by the first Meeting of the Parties 
in Cape Town, South Africa, in November 1999, subject to minor amendment. The necessary 
amendments were made after discussion by the Technical Committee, and the amended version of 
the Conservation Guidelines was accepted by the second Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement 
in Bonn, Germany, in September 2002. 
 
The nine sets of guidelines, as set out in the Implementation Plan and presented here, are as 
follows: 
 
 
1. Guidelines on the preparation of Single Species Action Plans for migratory waterbirds 
 
In paragraph 2.2.1 of the Action Plan, Parties are required to co-operate with a view to developing and 
implementing international single species action plans for populations listed in Category 1 in Column A of 
Table 1 as a priority and also for those populations listed with an asterisk in Column A of Table 1. 
Furthermore, in paragraph 2.2.2, Parties are required to prepare and implement national single species 
action plans for all those populations listed in Column A of Table 1 with a view to improving their overall 
conservation status. The Agreement Secretariat is required to co-ordinate the development, harmonisation 
and implementation of these plans. The present guidelines focus on national single species action plans. 
They outline a standard procedure for the preparation of such action plans, and identify the priority species 
and populations occurring in the Agreement Area. 
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2. Guidelines on identifying and tackling emergency situations for migratory waterbirds 
 
In some situations, populations of waterbirds can suddenly be subjected to much higher levels of mortality 
than normal. These emergency situations can arise as a result of natural phenomena, such as periods of 
exceptionally cold weather or prolonged droughts, or as a result of man-made disasters, such as major 
pollution incidents. International co-operation is required to address these situations without delay. In 
Article III, paragraph 2 (f) of the Agreement, Parties agree to co-operate in emergency situations requiring 
international concerted action and in identifying the species of migratory waterbirds, which are the most 
vulnerable to these situations. Furthermore, Parties agree to co-operate in developing appropriate 
emergency procedures to provide increased protection to these species in such situations. In paragraph 
2.3 of the Action Plan, Parties are required, in close co-operation with each other whenever possible and 
relevant, to develop and implement emergency measures for populations listed in Table 1, when 
exceptionally unfavourable or endangering conditions occur anywhere in the Agreement Area. At its third 
session, the AEWA Technical Committee adopted criteria to define emergency situations, which require 
urgent conservation measures, and determined the modalities for assigning responsibility for action to be 
taken (Article VI, paragraph 7 (e) of the Agreement). The present guidelines identify many of the possible 
emergency situations that may arise, and outline procedures for establishing early warning systems and 
tackling these situations at national level.  
 
 
 
3. Guidelines on the preparation of site inventories for migratory waterbirds 
 
In Article III, paragraph 2 (c) of the Agreement, Parties are required to identify sites and habitats for 
migratory waterbirds occurring within their territory. More specifically, in Paragraph 3.1.1 of the Action Plan, 
Parties are required, in liaison where appropriate with competent international organisations, to undertake 
and publish national inventories of the habitats within their territory, which are important to populations 
listed in Table 1. Parties should endeavour, as a matter of priority, to identify all sites of international or 
national importance for populations listed in Table 1 (Paragraph 3.1.2). These guidelines develop a step-
wise approach to the inventory process, which takes full advantage of existing regional and national 
wetland inventories and lists of sites important for migratory waterbirds. 
 
 
 
4. Guidelines on the management of key sites for migratory waterbirds 
 
In Article III, paragraph 2 (c) of the Agreement, Parties are required to encourage the protection, 
management, rehabilitation and restoration of sites and habitats for migratory waterbirds occurring within 
their territory. More specifically, in Paragraph 3.2.1 of the Action Plan, Parties are required to endeavour to 
continue establishing protected areas to conserve habitats important for the populations listed in Table 1 of 
the Action Plan, and to develop and implement management plans for these areas. These guidelines set 
forth the basic procedures for the design and implementation of management plans, with special reference 
to sites of importance for migratory waterbirds.  
 
 
 
5. Guidelines on sustainable harvest of migratory waterbirds 
 
If populations of migratory waterbirds are to be maintained in a favourable conservation status, it is 
essential that any exploitation of these populations be carried out on a sustainable basis. Article III, 
paragraph 2 (b) of the Agreement requires that Parties ensure that any use of migratory waterbirds is 
based on an assessment of the best available knowledge of their ecology, and is sustainable for the 
species as well as for the ecological systems that support them. In paragraph 4.1.1 of the Action Plan, 
Parties are required to co-operate to ensure that their hunting legislation implements the principle of 
sustainable use as envisaged in the Action Plan, taking into account the full geographical range of the 
waterbird populations concerned and their life history characteristics. The present guidelines promote the 
establishment of ‘harvest frameworks’ at both international and national levels, and identify a series of 
steps to assist Range States in adopting a sustainable approach to the harvesting of waterbirds. 
 
 



AEWA Conservation Guidelines 

   iv 

 
6. Guidelines on regulating trade in migratory waterbirds 
 
Paragraph 7.3 of the Action Plan requires that guidelines be provided on the regulation of trade in 
waterbirds. Although it seems that there is relatively little international trade in migratory waterbirds in 
the Agreement Area, national (or domestic) trade can be very high, involving annual harvests of many 
thousands of birds for sale as food in local markets. In some areas, such trade may be of considerable 
importance to the local economies. These guidelines concern both international and domestic trade, and 
offer practical advice on how trade in waterbirds can be regulated within the framework of sustainable 
harvests. 
 
 
 
7. Guidelines on the development of ecotourism at wetlands 
 
The development of ecotourism based on spectacular concentrations of migratory waterbirds can not only 
increase support amongst the general public for waterbird conservation, but can also, if properly managed, 
provide a valuable source of income for local people with negligible harm to the environment. In Paragraph 
4.2.1 of the Action Plan, Parties are required to encourage, where appropriate, the elaboration of co-
operative programmes to develop sensitive and appropriate ecotourism at wetlands. Furthermore, in 
Paragraph 4.2.2, Parties are required, in co-operation with competent international organisations, to 
endeavour to evaluate the costs, benefits and other consequences that can result from ecotourism at 
wetlands with concentrations of waterbirds. The present guidelines examine a wide range of issues relating 
to nature-oriented tourism in general, and offer practical advice for the sensitive development of 
ecotourism at wetlands important for migratory birds. 
 
 
 
8. Guidelines on reducing crop damage, damage to fisheries and other forms of conflict between 
waterbirds and human activities 
 
Changes in population levels and distribution of waterbirds, combined with an intensification of agriculture 
and aquaculture, have led to increased conflicts between some waterbird species and human activities, 
notably agriculture, aquaculture, and commercial and recreational fisheries. With the great increase in air 
traffic in recent decades, many large waterbirds now pose a serious hazard to aircraft. In Paragraph 4.3.2 
of the Action Plan, Parties are required to endeavour to gather information on the damage, in particular to 
crops, caused by populations listed in Table 1, and report the results to the Agreement Secretariat. In 
paragraph 4.3.3, Parties are required to co-operate with a view to identifying appropriate techniques to 
minimise the damage, or to mitigate the effects of damage, in particular to crops, caused by populations of 
waterbirds listed in Table 1. The present guidelines examine the major causes of conflict between 
migratory waterbirds and agriculture, fisheries and aviation, outline procedures for investigating the 
problems, and suggest a number of measures that can be taken to reduce the damage.  
 
 
 
9. Guidelines for a waterbird monitoring protocol 
 
Populations of all migratory waterbirds in the Agreement Area should be monitored on a continuous basis 
to determine population trends and to provide an early-warning system for species in difficulty. This will 
enable appropriate measures to be implemented before the populations fall to dangerously low levels. 
Paragraph 5.2 of the Action Plan requires that Parties endeavour to monitor the populations of waterbirds 
listed in Table 1, and make the results of such monitoring available to appropriate international 
organisations, to enable reviews of population status and trends. Paragraph 5.3 requires that they co-
operate to improve the measurement of bird population trends as a criterion for describing the status of 
such populations. In Paragraph 5.8, Parties agree to co-operate with relevant international organisations to 
support research and monitoring projects. The present guidelines examine the value of monitoring in the 
conservation of migratory waterbirds, review existing monitoring practices, and provide guidance on the 
development of national waterbird monitoring schemes that are most appropriate for international 
conservation efforts.  
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Step Chart 
 
To ensure that any trade in migratory waterbirds is adequately regulated, each country should 
take the following steps: 
 
Step 1: Conduct baseline assessment of the scale and significance of trade in 

waterbirds. 
 
Step 2: Join CITES to monitor and regulate trade in endangered and vulnerable 

species. 
 
Step 3: Ensure effective implementation of CITES regulations. 
 
Step 4: Introduce measures to monitor and regulate other international and domestic 

trade. 
 
Step 5: Ensure any trade is sustainable for waterbird populations. 
 
Step 6: Educate and raise awareness of trade issues. 
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Introduction 
 
Trade can be defined as the exchange of goods for money or other goods. Such exchanges 
can take place between people in different countries (international trade) or amongst people 
within a nation (domestic trade). Food, pets, hunting trophies, zoo specimens or traditional 
medicines can be traded, and trade can involve a low level of commercialisation (e.g. rural 
market trade) or be very commercial (e.g. international trade in rare species). Trade can 
involve live or dead intact birds, or parts of birds, such as skins and feathers, or eggs or 
young. Both wild and captive-bred birds may be traded. 
 
Trade is sometimes criticised by animal welfare groups, and leads to concerns about adverse 
impacts on ecosystems from trapping activities and the spread of exotic species and 
diseases. Conversely, domestic trade seems important to some local economies, there being 
examples where markets are trading many thousands of birds each year. This trade may 
provide important incentives for maintaining and protecting existing wildlife habitats. 
 
Accurate figures for the volume of trade in waterbirds are lacking, owing to the absence of 
comprehensive reporting requirements. The best available information is collected under 
CITES, the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora. Recent CITES data provide some insights into the waterbird species subject to 
international trade (see Box 1), and also the types of trade taking place (see Box 2). When 
compared with the trade in cage birds (e.g. parrots and songbirds), only small numbers of 
migratory waterbirds are subject to international trade in the AEWA area. Much more 
significant, both from a species conservation and a socio-economic viewpoint, is trade in 
domestic markets. Some studies have reported that hundreds of thousands of waterbirds are 
traded in this way. 
 
In Article III, paragraph 2 of the Agreement, Parties agree to accord the same strict protection 
for endangered migratory waterbird species as is provided under Article III, paragraphs 4 and 
5, of the Bonn Convention. In general terms, Parties should prohibit trade in birds or eggs, or 
any recognisable parts or derivatives of such birds and their eggs (see Appendix II to these 
guidelines for a list of globally threatened waterbirds in the AEWA area). Appendix I of the 
Bonn Convention lists species in danger of extinction and for which taking, for any purpose, is 
prohibited. 
 
These guidelines concern both international and domestic trade in migratory waterbirds in the 
AEWA area. They offer practical advice on regulating trade through a series of steps 
identified to assist AEWA Range States in this task. Inevitably, there is some overlap between 
the regulation of trade in waterbirds and management of hunting harvest (see Guidelines 
No.5: Guidelines on sustainable harvest of migratory waterbirds). 
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Box 1. CITES trade figures for the AEWA region 
for species listed in the AEWA Action Plan.  
 
 
    1996  1997 
 
Alopochen aegyptiacus  36  357 
Anas acuta   70  221 
Anas capensis   20  8 
Anas clypeata   50  547 
Anas crecca   227  771 
Anas penelope   80  305 
Anas querquedula   83  26 
Aythya nyroca   43  17 
Branta ruficollis   148  50 
Bubulcus ibis   10  32 
Casmerodius albus  0  4 
Ciconia ciconia   6  6 
Ciconia nigra   4  8 
Dendrocygna bicolor  13  26 
Geronticus eremita  16  26 
Grus carunculatus   1  1 
Grus grus   1  0 
Grus leucogeranus  5  10 
Grus paradisea   4  2 
Grus virgo   2  52 
Nettapus auritus   110  177 
Oxyura leucocephala  2  12 
Pelecanus crispus   4  3 
Phoenicopterus minor  1190  626 
Phoenicopterus ruber roseus 105  116 
Platalea leucorodia  5  16 
Plectropterus gambensis  24  46 
Sarkidiornis melanotos  30  15 
Threskiornis aethiopicus  34  33 
 
Grand totals   2323  2469 
 
(Data supplied by The World Conservation Monitoring Centre) 
 
 
 
 
 

Box 2. CITES information on the type of trade for species currently listed in the 
AEWA Action Plan based on trade figures for the AEWA region. Data supplied 
by The World Conservation Monitoring Centre.  
 
 
        1996 (%) 1997 (%) 
 
Source of birds  Captive bred    33  13 
   Wild taken    67  87 
  
Type of specimen  Live bird     93  16 
   Dead whole bird    3  13 
   Eggs     0.5  0.2 
   Parts     3.5  70.8 
 
Reason for trade  Zoo trade/captive breeding   13  6 
   Science/Medicine    0.5  1.5 
   Commercial    82  85 
   Hunting trophy/Personal use  4.5  7.5 
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Step 1: Conduct baseline assessment of the scale and significance of   
             trade in waterbirds 
 
Within the AEWA area, the total number of migratory waterbirds involved in trade is currently 
unknown. Data on international trade are based only on CITES-listed species and only on the 
number of live exports. They do not take into account any mortality that occurs before export, 
although this may be considerable. CITES-listed species include few of the migratory 
waterbirds currently listed in the AEWA Action Plan (see Appendix V to these guidelines). 
Interestingly, three species listed in Appendix I of the Bonn Convention and 12 species 
currently afforded the highest conservation status in the AEWA Action Plan (Category 1 in 
Column A of Table 1) are not currently listed by CITES. These should be afforded a similar 
degree of protection from trade. 
 
At the domestic level, only incomplete records are available for the number of migratory 
waterbirds harvested for trade. This information is necessary to: 
• determine accurately whether such trade is sustainable or not, this being a key 

requirement for the protection of threatened and vulnerable populations;  
• assess the scale and significance of trade in waterbirds;  
• evaluate the impact of trade and its socio-economic importance;  
• provide information for the setting of quotas or other control measures (see below). 
 
The information on harvesting for trade must be coupled with monitoring the status of 
waterbirds (see Guidelines No.9: Guidelines for a waterbird monitoring protocol). There is little 
point in setting trade quotas if it is not known how many birds there are in the population that 
can be harvested in a sustainable way. In fact, the regulation of trade should move from being 
a reactive to being a proactive planning process. Currently trade continues until there is some 
evidence of severe depletion. Instead, trade should be regulated on the basis of recent 
population performance, with the precautionary principle being invoked where there is doubt 
about whether particular levels of harvests can be sustained. 
 
Both the monitoring of populations and the monitoring of harvests are likely to be expensive, 
and each AEWA Range State must adopt procedures according to its capabilities. 
International guidance and a framework would clearly be important in the adoption of common 
standards to allow international syntheses and comparisons (see Guidelines No.9: Guidelines 
for a waterbird monitoring protocol). Revenues may be generated from the operation of both 
international and national trade regulations (e.g. export taxes, permit fees and dealers’ 
authorisation certificates). It would seem beneficial for a portion of these revenues to be 
allocated to assessment and monitoring studies, including work at the local level.  
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Step 2: Join CITES to monitor and regulate trade in endangered and   
             vulnerable species 
 
CITES is the largest of all international wildlife conventions, with over 140 member countries. 
The aim of the Convention is to regulate international trade in endangered species and 
species that may become so unless their exploitation is controlled. CITES controls are mainly 
enforced at external frontiers. The species afforded some protection by CITES are listed in 
three different appendices. 
 
• Appendix I lists species threatened with extinction and subject to international trade. 

International trade in wild specimens of these species is banned, save in exceptional 
circumstances. Trade in artificially propagated or captive-bred specimens is allowed, 
subject to licence. 

 
• Appendix II lists species that may become threatened if trade is not regulated. 

International trade is monitored through a licensing system to ensure it stays below a 
level at which the species may become endangered. Trade in wild, captive-bred and 
artificially propagated specimens is allowed, subject to licence. 

 
• Appendix III lists species not necessarily threatened worldwide but protected within 

individual Party States. These states need the help of other Parties to control trade in 
these species.  

 
CITES regulations set out the rules for the import and export of CITES-listed species. Parties 
must ensure that all living specimens, during any period of transit, holding or shipment, are 
properly cared for so as to minimise the risk of injury, damage to health or cruel treatment. 
Parties must maintain adequate records of trade in CITES regulated specimens, including: 

- names and addresses of exporters and importers;  
- number and types of permits and certificates granted;  
- country with which the trade occurred;  
- numbers or quantities and types of specimens; 
- names of species of the specimens traded.  

 
In most Party States, the provisions of CITES are given the force of law by national 
legislation. 
 
In the EU, CITES is implemented through Council Regulation (EC) No. 338/97 and 
Commission Regulation (EC) No. 1808/2001 (with amendments). Certain CITES Appendix II 
and Appendix III species are afforded stricter protection than under the Convention. Here, 
species are listed in four annexes. 
 
• Annex A includes all CITES Appendix I species plus a number on Appendix II and 

Appendix III, and several species not listed by CITES. 
 
• Annex B includes all Appendix II species plus a number on Appendix III and several 

species not listed by CITES. 
 
• Annex C includes Appendix III species on which Member States do not have a 

reservation. 
 
• Annex D includes four Appendix III species on which Member States have reservations, 

and species not listed by CITES which are imported into the EU in sufficient quantities to 
warrant monitoring. 

 
The EU regulations set out the rules for importing species into or exporting them from the EU. 
A principal requirement is the undertaking of checks on imports at the first point of entry into 
the EU, irrespective of final destination. There is also an obligation on Member States to 
introduce comprehensive national legislation to enforce the regulations. This must address 
both import and export controls and controls on internal sales and movement (including a 
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power to obtain samples for DNA analysis). For some specimens, there are controls on 
movement and restrictions on purchase, sale and display. Member States also prohibit the 
holding of certain specimens; particularly live animals of the species listed in Annex A. The 
regulations also extend the controls to certain species not listed by CITES which need extra 
protection or monitoring.  
 
There are a number of very comprehensive handbooks to CITES aimed at encouraging 
effective implementation, both globally and within the EU. These address definitions and the 
issue of documents, permits and certificates; enforcement measures, powers and penalties; 
the marking of specimens; health and welfare provisions; record keeping and reporting etc. 
Guidance is available from the Management Authorities of individual countries or from the 
CITES Secretariat. 
 
AEWA Range States currently not party to CITES can make an important contribution to the 
regulation of international trade by adopting and implementing CITES. Some states may 
believe that trade should be stopped altogether, citing conservation or welfare reasons. 
Adherence to CITES does not in any way restrict the freedom of individual countries to adopt 
stricter measures for the regulation of trade, should they so wish. 
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Step 3: Ensure effective implementation of CITES regulations 
 
For CITES to be effective, all parties to it must strive for comprehensive and responsible 
implementation and compliance. There were major problems during the implementation of 
CITES, since regulations are easily circumvented, corruption can be rife, quotas can have no 
scientific basis, conditions for specimens can be poor, and protected species sometimes 
continue to be traded through legal channels. Some countries, although signatories, lack 
sufficient personnel and other resources necessary for effective implementation of CITES. It 
is widely accepted that all countries can improve their implementation and compliance of 
CITES regulations. 
 
On committing to CITES, national governments should review their overall policy towards 
wildlife conservation and utilisation, to ensure that CITES procedures can be incorporated 
and that sufficient resources can be made available. An overall management policy for trade 
in birds is likely to be needed, including context, objectives and components. Context is 
provided by the overall wildlife management framework, whilst objectives might include the 
provision of incentives for species or habitat conservation, to ensure long-term sustainability 
of populations harvested. Components might include biological monitoring (see Step 1), 
harvest and export controls (quota, permit and monitoring), maintaining animal welfare 
standards and ensuring that local communities benefit (see below). 
 
Each party should ensure that it is legally equipped to enforce the provisions of CITES. This 
step should include adopting national legislation that incorporates a number of basic 
elements, such as: 
• designation of enforcement agencies and officers;  
• introduction of permit systems and quotas;  
• setting of meaningful penalties; 
• application of the law to all species listed in the CITES Appendices.  
 
The national legislation should include immediate restrictions on the species that can be 
taken to those that are sufficiently abundant and have a favourable conservation status. Note 
that CITES requires that domestic legislation allows the use of penalties and confiscation to 
deter trade.  
 
CITES also requires that each Party designates a Management Authority which issues import 
and export permits on the basis of advice from one or more Scientific Authorities. The 
involvement of customs teams, the police and wildlife rangers is also required for enforcement 
at national borders and within countries. 
 
Good enforcement is the key to the effective regulation of trade in waterbirds. Fines, penalties 
and, for sustained illegal activities, convictions must be imposed to deter persistent offenders. 
Inspection of animal holding facilities and shipments should be used in conjunction with other 
trade control mechanisms to encourage compliance. It is important that such inspections are 
unannounced and of such a frequency that they serve as an adequate deterrent to illegal 
trapping and trade. Trappers, traders and exporters may be required, either for pragmatic 
reasons or legally, to affiliate and form associations. Associations should always adopt high 
standards and expel any members who violate these standards. The use of the law together 
with a tough stance towards those who contravene it will help to raise awareness amongst the 
public, wildlife traders and law enforcers. 
 
Throughout every part of the trade regulation process, training, exchange of information and 
co-operation between agencies are paramount. Even existing enforcement personnel may 
lack the training and resources necessary to identify species in trade, and to verify the 
legitimacy of accompanying export documents. Illustrated manuals in local languages, best-fit 
identification systems, software tools and workshops can all help with increasing trade 
regulation and animal welfare standards. Many such materials are already available, but 
international agencies could take the lead in developing further training and information 
programmes. 
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CITES listings are dynamic, and it is important that Parties keep up to date. This is a role for 
the Management Authorities of individual countries and for the CITES Secretariat, but 
effective communication routes are required for information transfer to the local level. 
TRAFFIC International can help with a variety of guidance documents on the effective 
implementation of CITES. The CITES Secretariat can provide training seminars, legal advice 
and assistance with scientific studies. 
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Step 4: Introduce measures to monitor and regulate other international 
             and domestic trade 
 
Few countries in the AEWA area currently monitor all imports and exports of birds, including 
species not listed by CITES (only Denmark and the U.K.). Data on trade in migratory 
waterbirds could be substantially improved if all countries with known trade (determined 
through Step 1) were to introduce such comprehensive monitoring. 
 
The monitoring and regulation of domestic trade in migratory waterbirds is likely to be 
substantially more difficult and resource intensive than is the case with international trade. 
Individual traders may work with many hundreds of contacts in dispersed rural villages who 
trap, or arrange for the trapping of, wild birds. It is therefore not surprising that there is 
currently little monitoring or control of domestic trade in wild birds, legal or otherwise, in many 
countries.  
 
In those countries where capture of migratory waterbirds is serving a significant domestic 
market, there should, where possible, be more detailed assessments of the impact of 
harvests for domestic trade on wild bird populations. Ideally, an annual capture quota should 
be developed to cover species harvested for domestic use or export. Quotas should be 
allocated and monitored to keep harvests within established limits. To be effective, capture 
and export regulatory systems should be linked to ensure that permitted trapping levels do not 
exceed established harvest quotas. 
 
High standards of animal welfare should be a fundamental component of all bird trade. This is 
also a conservation measure, since trade-associated mortality (through poor welfare) is likely 
to increase the number of birds removed from the wild to meet demand. As a result, this 
mortality may itself be considered a factor contributing to the decline of wild bird populations. 
Trade-associated mortality has been linked to inadequate provision of food and water, 
exposure to extreme temperatures, lack of adequate ventilation, disease, aggression and 
other causes. Ensuring acceptable levels of care is the responsibility of the trappers, the 
traders and all other persons involved.  
 
Overall, where domestic trade appears significant for migratory waterbirds, regulatory 
procedures may be modelled on, and integrated with, those developed for CITES, and 
implemented through domestic legislation, as far as the resources and infrastructures of 
individual AEWA Range States will permit.  
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Step 5: Ensure any trade is sustainable for waterbird populations 
 
Priority should be placed on determining the capacity of particular waterbird species to 
sustain various levels of harvest for trade. Using general knowledge of species biology and 
basic census techniques, it should be possible to establish safe harvest quotas without 
performing detailed studies of each and every species in trade. A sustainable trade harvest 
regime might include at least three major elements:  
• harvest and export quotas based on monitoring of populations and ecological studies;  
• monitoring and reporting of trapping and export activities; 
• a system of profit-sharing with local communities. 
 
The latter is important to ensure a sense of ownership and provide an incentive for wildlife 
conservation at the local level. Without such a programme of harvest management, any 
revision of quotas will be scientifically unfounded and cannot be expected to ensure that 
harvest levels are sustainable. It seems possible that harvest frameworks for hunting (see 
Guidelines No.5: Guidelines on sustainable harvest of migratory waterbirds) could be 
integrated with a framework for sustainable trade, since hunted birds may often be traded. 
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Step 6: Educate and raise awareness of trade issues 
 
Many people, such as tourists and business travellers, remain unaware of international trade 
controls. Campaign materials, posters and information leaflets can be displayed or distributed, 
for example at airports, public meeting places and markets, to advise the general public about 
trade regulations. CITES materials are already available, but local education and awareness 
raising programmes, targeted where waterbirds are being collected for domestic or 
international trade, seem to be needed. 
 
Also needed are partnerships that build links amongst all interested groups. These groups, 
which may involve governmental, non-governmental or commercial interests, may look at 
problems, share information, investigate issues and implement changes. When working 
together, each becomes more aware of the priorities of its partners. Further, the interest 
generated in combined efforts continues beyond the individual project, and with improved 
communication and information dissemination, each partner becomes more effective in 
regulating or managing trade on a sustainable basis. 
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Threatened Waterfowl Specialist Group. In prep. Global Action Plan for the Conservation of 
 Anseriformes (Ducks, Geese, Swans and Screamers). IUCN, Gland, Switzerland. 
 

Useful web sites 
 
AEWA Action Plans can be found at: 
 http://www.unep-aewa.org/publications/technical_series.htm 
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 http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/nature/directive/birdspriority.htm 
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IUCN Species Survival Commission Specialist Groups Action Plans 

http://www.iucn.org/themes/ssc/pubs/sscaps.htm 
 
 
2.  EMERGENCY SITUATIONS 
 
References and further reading 
 
Beintema, N  2001. Lead poisoning in waterfowl, International Update Report  2001. Wetlands 

International – AEME, Wageningen, The Netherlands. 
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http://www.unep-
aewa.org/publications/other_publications.htmhttp://www.britishcolumbia.com/Wildlife/
wildlife/information/Lead%20Poisoning%20of%20Water%20Birds.htm 
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Heavy metal pollution of Coto Doñana 
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National Response Center 

http://www.nrc.uscg.mil/nrchp.html 
Emergency Response Notification System 
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  http://www.nrt.org 
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conservation. 2 vols., Cambridge, U.K:BirdLife International (BirdLife Conservation 
Series No. 8). 

Hecker. N. & P. Tomàs Vives (eds.) 1995. The Status of Wetland Inventories in the 
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 http://www.wetlands.org/RDB/Directory.html 
Ramsar Information Sheet 
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Ramsar Information Sheet explanatory notes and guidelines 
 http://ramsar.org/key_ris.htm#note 
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4. SITE MANAGEMENT 
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http://ramsar.org/key_add_guide.htm  
Eurosite Management Planning Toolkit 
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Madsen, J. & A.D. Fox 1995. Impacts of hunting disturbance on waterbirds - a review. Wildlife 
Biology 1: 193-203. 

Matthews, G.V.T. (ed.) 1990. Managing Waterfowl Populations. Proc. IWRB Symposium, 
Astrakhan, 1989. IWRB Special Publication No.12. IWRB, Slimbridge, U.K. 
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6. REGULATING TRADE 
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Useful Web Sites 
 
Wetlands International - International Waterbird Census 

IWC brochure (global): http://www.wetlands.org/IWC/about.htm 
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Manuals for IWC coordinators and counters: http://www.wetlands.org/IWC/Manuals.htm 
 

African Waterbird Census, reports, news, recording forms:  
http://www.wetlands.org/IWC/africa/africa.html 
 

Western Palearctic and Southwest Asia Waterbird Census, Background information and 
reports: http://www.wetlands.org/IWC/wpal&swa/wpal.htm 
 

IWC publications: http://www.wetlands.org/IWC/wpal&swa/output/about.htm 
 

Census procedures and recording forms for Africa, Western Palearctic and Southwest Asia: 
http://www.wetlands.org/IWC/docs/census_proc.htm 
 

Western Palearctic and Southwest Asia, national site lists  (clickable map): 
http://www.wetlands.org/IWC/wpal&swa/output/sites.htm 
 

Western Palearctic and Southwest Asia, national coverage history, 1967-1996 (clickable 
map): 
http://www.wetlands.org/IWC/wpal&swa/output/coverage.html 
 

Western Palearctic and Southwest Asia: National Coordinators of waterbird monitoring: 
http://www.wetlands.org/IWC/wpal&swa/partner/WPalNC.htm  
  

Asian waterbird Census, information, Coordinators, reports, news: 
http://www.wetlands.org/IWC/awc/awcmain.html 

 
Avian Demography Unit, University of Cape Town 
 http://www.uct.ac.za/depts/stats/adu/  
 
Patuxent Wildlife Research Center: Colonial Waterbird Inventory and Monitoring 
 http://www.pwrc.usgs.gov/   
 
US Fish & Wildlife Service, Division of Migratory Bird Management, Bird Monitoring 
 http://migratorybirds.fws.gov/statsurv/mntrtbl.html 
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Useful contacts 
 

 
General 
 
African-Eurasian Waterbird Agreement 
UNEP/AEWA Secretariat 
UN-Premises, Martin-Luther-King-Str. 8 
53175 Bonn, Germany 
Tel: (+49) 228 815 2413  
Fax: (+49) 228 815 2450 
E-mail: aewa@unep.de  
WWW: http://www.unep-aewa.org  
 
 
Bern Convention Secretariat (Secretariat of the Convention on the Conservation of European 
Wildlife and Natural habitats) 
Environment Conservation and Management Division 
67075 Strasbourg Cedex 
France 
Tel.: +33-3-88413559/2256 
Fax: +33-3-88413751 
E-mail: gill.steimer@coe.int    
WWW: http://www.nature.coe.int/english/cadres/bern.htm   
 
BirdLife International 
Wellbrook Court 
Girton 
Cambridge CB4 3QX 
United Kingdom 
Tel.: +44-1223-277318 
Fax: +44-1223-277200 
E-mail: birdlife@birdlife.org  
WWW: http://www.birdlife.org/ 
 
CBD Secretariat - Secretariat for the Convention on Biological Diversity 
World Trade Centre 
393 St. Jacques Street 
Office 300 
Montréal, Québec H2Y 1N9 
Canada 
Tel.: +1-514-2882220 
Fax: +1-514-2886588 
E-mail addresses: http://www.biodiv.org/secretariat/contact.asp  
WWW: www.biodiv.org  
 
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (Bonn Convention) 
UNEP/CMS Secretariat 
United Nations Premises in Bonn 
Martin-Luther-King Straße 8 
53175 Bonn 
Germany 
Tel.: +49-228-815-2401 and +49-228-815-2402 
Fax: +49-228-815-2449 
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E-mail:  secretariat@cms.int  
WWW:  http://www.cms.int  
 
Council of Europe 
Environment Conservation and Management Division 
Palais de l'Europe 
Avenue de l'Europe  
67075 Strasbourg Cedex  
France 
Tel.: +33-3-88412253 
Fax: +33-3-88413751 
E-mail:  infopoint@coe.int  
WWW:  http://www.coe.int  
 
EC - European Commission 
Wetstraat 200 
1049 Brussels 
Belgium 
Tel.: +32-2-2351111 
E-mail: europawebmaster@cec.eu.int  
WWW: www.europa.eu.int/comm/index.htm  
 
ECNC - European Centre for Nature Conservation  
PO Box 1352 
5004 BJ Tilburg 
The Netherlands 
Tel.: +31-13-4663240 
Fax: +31-13-4663250 
E-mail: ecnc@ecnc.org  
WWW: www.ecnc.nl  
 
International Council for Game and Wildlife Conservation (C. I. C) 
PO Box 74 
H - 2092 Budakeszi 
Hungary 
Tel: 0036 60 444 647 
Fax: 0036 60 444 648 
E-mail: budapestoffice@cic-wildlife.org  
WWW: http://www.cic-wildlife.org/  
 
IUCN - the World Conservation Union 
28, rue Mauverney 
1196 Gland 
Switzerland 
Tel.: +41-22-9990001 
Fax: +41-22-9990002 
WWW: www.iucn.org 
E-mail addresses at: http://www.iucn.org/wl/db/sitefeedback.cfm  
 
IUCN/ELC - Environmental Law Centre 
Adenauerallee 214 
53113 Bonn 
Germany 
Tel.: +49-228-2692231 
Fax: +49-228-2692250 
E-mail: http://www.iucn.org/themes/law/elc01.html  
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Ramsar Convention Bureau  
28, rue Mauverney 
1196 Gland 
Switzerland 
Tel.: +41-22-999-0170 
Fax: +41-22-999-0169 
E-mail: ramsar@ramsar.org 
WWW: www.ramsar.org  
 
UNEP - United Nations Environment Programme 
PO Box 30552 
Nairobi 
Kenya 
Tel.: +254-2-621234 
Fax: +254-2-226890 and +254-2-215787 
E-mail addresses: http://www.unep.org/Contacts/  
WWW: www.unep.org  
 
UNESCO/MAB - Man and Biosphere Programme 
Ecological Sciences Division 
1, rue Miollis 
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
France 
Tel.: +33-1-45684151 
Fax: +33-1-40659897 
E-mail: mab@unesco.org  
WWW: http://www.unesco.org/mab/  
 
UNESCO/WHC - World Heritage Centre 
Place de Fontenoy 7 
75352 Paris Cedex 07 
France 
Tel.: +33-1-45681443 
Fax: +33-1-40569570 
E-mail: wh-info@unesco.org  
WWW: www.unesco.org/whc  
 
UNEP - WCMC - World Conservation Monitoring Centre 
219, Huntingdon Road 
Cambridge CB3 0DL 
United Kingdom 
Tel.: +44-1223-277314 
Fax: +44-1223-277136 
E-mail: info@unep-wcmc.org  
WWW: http://www.unep-wcmc.org/    
 
Wetlands International  
PO Box 471 
6700 AL Wageningen 
The Netherlands 
Tel.: +31-317-478854 
Fax: +31-317-478850 
E-mail: post@wetlands.org  
WWW: www.wetlands.org  
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WWF-International - World Wide Fund for Nature 
Avenue du Mont-Blanc 
1196 Gland 
Switzerland 
Tel.: +41-22-3649111 
Fax: +41-22-3642926 
E-mail addresses: http://www.panda.org/about_wwf/who_we_are/offices/offices.cfm  
WWW: www.panda.org  
 
 
Species Action Plans 
 
IUCN Species Survival Commission 
c/o IUCN (see under General) 
 
Wetlands International Specialist Group Co-ordinators 
c/o Wetlands International (see under General) 
http://www.wetlands.org/networks/SGroups.htm  
 
BirdLife International (see under General) 
 
 
Emergency situations 
 
No specific addresses. See under General, according to circumstances. 
 
 
Site inventories 
 
MedWet Coordination Unit 
Villa Kazouli, Kifissias & Gr. Lambraki 1 
14561 Kifissia 
Greece 
Tel.: +30-210-8089270 
Fax: +30-210-8089274 
E-mail: info@medwet.org  
WWW: www.medwet.org  
 
Ramsar Convention Bureau (see under General) 
 
 
Site management 
 
EUROSITE - European Network of Site Management Organizations 
PO Box 1366 
5004 BJ Tilburg 
The Netherlands 
Tel.: +31-13-4678638 
Fax: +31-13-4634129 
E-mail: eurosite@kub.nl 
WWW: www.eurosite-nature.org 
 
Ramsar Convention Bureau (see under General) 
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Sustainable harvest 
 
International Council for Game and Wildlife Conservation (C. I. C) (see under General) 
 
FACE - Fédération des Associations de chasseurs de l’EU 
82 Rue F. Pelletier 
B-1030 Brussels 
Belgium 
Tel: +32-2-732.69.00 
Fax: +32-2-7327072 
E-mail: face.europe@infoboard.be  
WWW: http://www.face-europe.org/  
 
 
Trade 
 
TRAFFIC International 
219c Huntingdon Road   
Cambridge CB3 0DL   
UK  
Tel: (44) 1223 277427  
Fax: (44) 1223 277237  
E-mail: traffic@WCMC.org.uk    
 
TRAFFIC Europe 
Waterloosteenweg 608 
1060 Brussels 
Belgium 
Tel.: +32-2-3470111 
Fax: +32-2-3440511 
WWW: www.traffic.org  
 
UNEP/CITES Secretariat (Convention on International Trade of Endangered Species, 
Washington Convention) 
PO Box 456 
Geneva Executive Centre 
1219 Châtelaine (Geneva) 
Switzerland 
Tel.: +41-22-9799139 and 9799140 
Fax: +41-22-7973417 
E-mail addresses: http://www.cites.org/eng/disc/sec/index.shtml  
WWW: http://www.cites.org/  
 
 
Ecotourism 
 
The Ecotourism Society TES 
PO Box 755 
North Bennington 
VT 05257 
USA 
Tel: +1-802-447-2121 
Fax: +1-802-447-2122 
E-mail: ecomail@ecotourism.org  
WWW: http://www.ecotourism.org  
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Bird damage 
 
FAO - Food and Agriculture Organization 
Forest Resources Division 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00100 Rome 
Italy 
Tel.: +39-06-57053589 
Fax: +39-06-57055137 
WWW: www.fao.org/fo  
 
IBSC - International Bird Strike Committee 
C/o National Bird Strike Committee 
Royal Netherlands Airforce Airstaff 
P.O.Box 20703 
2500 EB The Hague 
The Netherlands 
Tel: +31-70-3396911 
 
 
Waterbird Monitoring 
 
International Waterbird Census (IWC) & African Waterbird Census (AfWC)  
Waterbird Conservation Officer 
c/o Wetlands International (see under General) 
 
SOVON 
Rijksstraatweg 178 
6573 Beek-Ubbergen 
The Netherlands 
Tel: 024 684 81 11 
Fax: 024 684 81 88 
WWW: http://www.sovon.nl/  
 
The Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust 
Slimbridge 
Gloucester 
GL2 7BT 
UK 
Tel: +44 1453 890333 
Fax: +44 1453 890827 
E-mail addresses: http://www.wwt.org.uk/contact/   
WWW: http://www.wwt.org.uk/   
 
British Trust for Ornithology 
The Nunnery 
Nunnery Place 
Thetford 
Norfolk 
IP24 2PU 
UK 
Tel: +44-1842-750050 
Fax: +44-1842-750030 
E-mail: info@bto.org  
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WWW: http://www.bto.org/  
 
The Avian Demography Unit 
Department of Statistical Sciences 
University of Cape Town 
Rondebosch 7701 
South Africa 
Tel: +27 (021) 650 3219 
Fax: +27 (021) 650 7578 
E-mail addresses: http://web.uct.ac.za/depts/stats/adu/staff/p_staff.htm   
WWW. http://www.uct.ac.za/depts/stats/adu/  
 
The European Bird Census Council 
WWW: http://zeus.nyf.hu/~szept/ebcc.htm  
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Training facilities 
 
Within the AEWA region, there are many facilities for training at different levels, ranging from 
three-day courses on various environmental topics for people with no prior knowledge, to Ph.D. 
level at universities. Many universities and institutes offer courses of varying lengths on wildlife 
management, site management, wetland ecology, sustainable development, ecotourism 
development, and many other related topics. UNEP maintains a database listing hundreds of 
courses. The Ramsar Convention Bureau maintains a list of environmental courses specifically 
aimed at wetland management. For information contact: 
 
UNEP Directory on Environmental Education and Training Opportunities worldwide: 
http://www.unep.org/unep/products/publicat/education/index.htm  
 
The Ramsar Convention Bureau 
Rue Mauverney 28, CH-1196 Gland, Switzerland 
Tel: +41-22-999-0170; fax: +41-22-999-0169 
E-mail: ramsar@ramsar.org  
WWW: http://www.ramsar.org  
 
There are several schools in Africa that specifically offer education in wildlife management and 
site management. These are attended by wardens and reserve managers from all over the 
continent. The most important are: 
 
Ecole de Faune de Garoua 
B.P. 271, Garoua, Cameroun 
Tel/fax: +237-273135 
 
College of African Wildlife Management 
Mweka, P.O. Box 3031, Moshi, Tanzania 
Tel/fax: +255-55-51113 
E-mail: ulgtan@eoltz.com 
WWW: http://www.mwekawildlife.org/  
 
Kenya Wildlife Training Institute 
P.O. Box 842, Naivasha, Kenya 
Tel: +254-0311-20267/21329 
Fax: +254-0311-20577 
E-mail: kwsti@users.africaonline.co.ke  
 
Southern African Wildlife College 
Private Bag X3015, Hoedspruit, 1380, South Africa 
Tel/fax: +27-15-7932621 
E-mail: sawc@iafrica.com  
WWW: http://www.wildlifecollege.org.za/  
 
Special wetland courses for managers from developing countries and countries with economies in 
transition are given by the Wetland Advisory and Training Centre (WATC) of the Institute for 
Inland Water Management and Waste Water Treatment (RIZA) of the Netherlands Ministry of 
Transport, Public Works and Water Management. For information contact: 

 
WATC 
P.O. Box 17, 8200 AA Lelystad, The Netherlands 
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Tel: +31-320-298346; fax: +31-320-298339 
E-mail: watc@riza.rws.minvenw.nl 
 
IUCN also regularly organises short courses on wetland management at different levels, both for 
managers with little prior education and for decision makers at higher levels. These courses are 
given in the region (e.g. in West Africa). For information contact: 
 
IUCN 
Rue Mauverney 28, CH-1196 Gland, Switzerland 
Tel: +41-22-999-0001; fax: +41-22-999-0002 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AEWA Conservation Guidelines 

Appendix II  Page 31 

Appendix II 
 

GLOBALLY THREATENED MIGRATORY WATERBIRD SPECIES IN AEWA RANGE 
STATES 

 
 
The occurrence of globally threatened species of migratory waterbirds in AEWA Range 
States, based on BirdLife International 2000 Threatened Birds of the World, the official source 
for birds in the 2000 IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Breeding species are indicated 
with a ‘B’; species occurring only as passage migrants and winter visitors are indicated with a 
‘W’. No attempt has been made to indicate relative numbers, and in some instances, the 
numbers of birds involved may be very small. Codes followed by an asterisk * mark species 
not included in Threatened Birds of the World but known nevertheless to occur in the country. 
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Algeria   B   B     W 3 
Armenia      B      1 
Azerbaijan   W W W B      4 
Botswana B        B   2 
Bulgaria   W W W      W 4 
Chad      W      1 
Democratic Republic 
of Congo 

B        B    

Eritrea          W  1 
Estonia    W        1 
Ethiopia         B   1 
Finland    B        1 
Greece   W W W      W 4 
Hungary    W W      W 3 
Iran   B   B W   W  4 
Iraq   W   B    W  3 
Israel   W   W    W  3 
Italy           W 1 
Jordan      W      1 
Kazakhstan   B W W B    B W 6 
Lithuania    W        1 
Malawi         B   1 
Mali      W      1 
Morocco  B    B     W 3 
Mozambique B        B   2 
Namibia B       B B   1 
Netherlands     W       1 
Nigeria      W      1 
Norway    B        1 
Oman          W  1 
Poland    W        1 
Romania   W W W      W 4 
Russia   B B B B B   B B 7 
Saudi Arabia          W  1 
Senegal      W      1 
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South Africa B       B B   3 
Spain   B   B      2 
Swaziland        B    1 
Sweden    B        1 
Syria  B W   W    W  4 
Tunisia   B   B     W 3 
Turkey   B W  B    W W 5 
Turkmenistan   B W*  B    W  4 
Ukraine    W* W      W 3 
Uzbekistan   B W*  B    W W* 4 
Serbia & Montenegro           W 1 
Zambia B        B   2 
Zimbabwe B        B   2 
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Appendix V 
 

STATUS OF WATERBIRD POPULATIONS COVERED BY CITES and EC TRADE 
REGULATIONS 

 
Key to columns 
 
AEWA: see the AEWA Action Plan for details of the status classifications used. These 
classifications refer to populations and each is presented, separated by a colon (:). 
  
CITES: the appendix on which the species is listed is shown. Brackets are used where AEWA 
subspecies have been assumed to have the same CITES classification.   
 
EC: the annex from trade regulations 338/97 and 1808/2001 on which the species is listed is 
shown. Brackets are used where AEWA subspecies have been assumed to have the same 
EU classification. 
 
 
Table 1: Status of waterbird populations currently listed in the AEWA Action Plan 

against trade regulations. 
 
 

 AEWA CITES EC1 
Spheniscus demersus A1b, B2a, B2c II B 
Pelecanus crispus 2 A1a, 1c: A1a, 

2 
I A 

Egretta garzetta C (1): C1: B(1) III A 
Casmerodius albus albus A2: B(1) III A 
Bubulcus ibis A2: C1: C1: C1 III A 
Ciconia nigra A1c: A1c: A2 II A 
Balaeniceps rex A1c II B 
Geronticus eremita 2 A1a, 1b, 1c: 

A1a, 1b, 1c 
I A 

Threskiornis aethiopicus aethiopicus A1c: C1 III C 
Platalea leucorodia leucorodia A1c: A2 II A 
Platalea leucorodia archeri A1c (II) (A) 
Platalea leucorodia balsaci A1c (II) (A) 
Platalea leucorodia major A2 (II) (A) 
Phoenicopterus ruber roseus A3a: A3a, 3a: 

B2a: B2a  
II A 

Phoenicopterus minor A2: A3a: B2a, 
2c 

II B 

Dendrocygna bicolor C(1): C(1) III C 
Dendrocygna viduata C1: C1 III C 
Oxyura leucocephala 2 A1a, 1b, 1c: 

A1a, 1b, 1c: 
A1a, 1b, 1c 

II A 

Branta ruficollis 2 A1a, 1b, 3a II A 
Alopochen aegyptiacus A2: C(1) III C 
Plectropterus gambensis gambensis C1: C1 III C 
Plectropterus gambensis niger B1 (III) (C) 
Sarkidiornis melanotos melanotos B1: C1 II B 
Nettapus auritus  A1c: C(1) III C 
Anas penelope B2c: B2c: C1 III C 
Anas crecca crecca B2c: C1: C1 III C 
Anas capensis A1c: A1c III C 
Anas acuta B1: B2c: C(1) III C 
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Anas querquedula B2c: C(1) III A 
Anas clypeata B1: B2c: B2c III C 
Aythya nyroca 2 A1a, 1b, 1c: 

A1a, 1b, 3c: 
A1a, 1b, 3c 

III A 

Balearica pavonina pavonina A2 II  
Balearica pavonina ceciliae 3c II  
Balearica regulorum regulorum A1c II  
Balearica regulorum gibbericeps 3c II  
Grus leucogeranus 2 A1a, 1b, 1c I A 
Grus virgo A1c: A1c: B1 II  
Grus paradisea A1b, 2 II  
Grus carunculatus A1b, 1c II  
Grus grus A1c: A3c:  B1: 

B1: B(1) 
II A 

Numenius tenuirostris 2 A1a, 1b, 1c I A 
 
1 There are no Annex D waterbird species applicable to the AEWA area.  
2 Species also listed on Appendix 1 to the Bonn Convention. 
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