Opening Statement by Georgia,
Madam President, Distinguished Delegates, Colleagues, ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all, I would like to thank the AEWA Secretariat and the Government of Germany for
hosting this important meeting.

It is a great honour for me to address this Meeting of the Parties on behalf of Georgia. This is
my first time participating in an AEWA MOP, and I feel both honoured and aware of the
responsibility.

The theme of this meeting — “United for Flyways”— deeply resonates with us. Georgia lies at
the crossroads of the African-Eurasian flyway, serving as an essential migration corridor for
numerous waterbird species. We recognize our responsibility to safeguard these key stopover
and breeding sites that are vital for many migratory populations.

In recent years, Georgia has been strengthening its efforts to conserve migratory waterbirds
and their habitats. This includes expanding protected areas, enhancing monitoring and
research, and working closely with local communities and stakeholders to promote awareness
and sustainable use of natural resources.

We believe that only through strong international cooperation and shared commitment can
we ensure that migratory waterbirds continue to thrive across their vast flyways. Georgia
remains fully committed to AEWA'’s objectives and to working hand in hand with all Parties
and partners to achieve our common goals.

Thank you.



