Opening statement (Agenda Item 7) on behalf of EU + MS
[Mr/Mrs.]. Chair, distinguished Delegates,

In this meeting, in the role of the Presidency of the Council of the European Union, Denmark has
the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.

First of all, we would like to welcome the ratification of the Agreement by Greece and the accession
to the Agreement of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

We would like to thank the Government of Botswana for its efforts to host this Session of the Meet-
ing of the Parties which did only not succeed due to financial constraints. In that regard we would
like to extend our gratitude to the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany for providing
these excellent facilities here at the UN Campus enabling us to convene for the ninth session of the
Meeting of the Parties.

We would also like to express our thanks and congratulations to the Secretariat, the Technical Com-
mittee and the Standing Committee for their excellent work in the preparation of this meeting, and
would like to extend our sincere gratitude to the Secretariat in particular, for their flexibility regard-
ing the scheduling of the meeting, which enabled it to be arranged and conducted without overlap-
ping with the Standing Committee meeting of the Bern Convention. We are fully aware that this
placed considerable time pressure on the Secretariat and all parties involved, and we greatly appre-
ciate the dedication and cooperation they have shown.

This year the Meeting of the Parties coincides with the 30™ anniversary of AEWA. For three dec-
ades, AEWA has been a cornerstone in international cooperation in a shared mission to protect and
conserve migratory waterbirds. AEWA has successfully brought together authorities, researchers,
and NGOs, and shown the way on how to facilitate and secure cross-border collaboration towards a
common goal in addressing challenges that require multilateral action to succeed, supported by a
strong science-policy interface that ensures decisions are made on the best available scientific evi-
dence.

The recent announcement that the slender-billed curlew is now officially declared extinct is a re-
minder of the continued need to maintain and strengthen our efforts.

This year’s theme for the World Migratory Bird Day encapsulates one of the major challenges of
our time: the pressures migratory birds, and nature conservation as such, face due to human activi-
ties and expanding urban development. The aim of AEWA to foster coordinated conservation action
across the entire migratory range of waterbirds has only grown more relevant over the years. - And
in a time where division seems to be growing, unity and collaboration around our shared values and
nature are more important than ever—We believe AEWA will continue to lead the way.

[Mr./Mrs.] Chair, the EU Member States are looking forward to engaging in constructive discus-
sions and are committed to securing the continued cooperation along our flyways to ensure the fu-

ture for migratory waterbirds.

Thank you for your attention.



