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 Africa’s opening statement 

 

Thank you Ms President, 

 

Chair, Executive Secretary, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen; 

 

On behalf of the Africa Region, I wish to express our sincere appreciation to the AEWA 

Secretariat, the Standing Committee, and our partners for their continued support and 

collaboration in advancing the conservation of migratory waterbirds and their habitats. 

We thank the Government of Germany and its people for their warm welcome and 

hospitality. 

 

We also extend our gratitude to the Secretariat for hosting this Ninth Meeting of the 

Parties and for marking AEWA’s 30th Anniversary under the theme “United for 

Flyways.” We are equally grateful to all the Parties that have made contributions 

toward the hosting of this MoP. 

 

Before proceeding, Africa would like to take this opportunity to express its 

heartfelt appreciation to Dr. Jacques Trouvilliez, our esteemed Executive 

Secretary, who will soon be retiring after years of dedicated service and 

visionary leadership. Under his stewardship, AEWA has grown in strength, 

coherence, and visibility across the global biodiversity landscape. His 

unwavering commitment, calm diplomacy, and passion for migratory waterbirds 

have inspired all of us. Dr. Trouvilliez, we thank you sincerely for your tireless 



 

 
 

efforts in guiding the Secretariat and for leaving behind a legacy of collaboration 

and progress that will continue to guide AEWA well into the future. 

 

As we celebrate 30 years of implementing AEWA, we reflect on the journey that we 

have walked as a collective—recognizing our achievements, learning from one 

another, and realizing the power of collaboration and cooperation among all Parties, 

partners, and donors. However, these 30 years have also revealed persistent 

challenges that seek to undermine the good work that has been achieved. Such 

challenges include an increasing finance gap for biodiversity, eroding technical and 

scientific capacity, and socio-economic demands that threaten our ability to sustain 

current achievements and build resilience for the future of migratory waterbirds, their 

habitats, and the communities that depend on these natural resources for their 

livelihoods and wellbeing. 

 

This MoP comes at an opportune time when the world has committed to the vision, 

goals, and targets of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF). 

The Africa Group reaffirms its commitment to mainstream AEWA objectives and 

actions in the revision and implementation of National Biodiversity Strategies and 

Action Plans. We also call on other regions of the AEWA flyway, as a demonstration 

of collaboration and cooperation, to share with Africa new and modern technologies—

such as species movement tracking tools, equipment for species counts, and data 

systems—to strengthen AEWA species and habitat inventories and databases for 

establishing population sizes and trends. 

 

Africa’s wetlands and flyways are of global ecological significance, linking continents 

and sustaining millions of migratory species. Yet, our region continues to face pressing 

challenges—habitat degradation, climate change, and resource constraints—which 

threaten both biodiversity and community livelihoods. 

 

The Plan of Action for Africa (PoAA) 2019–2027 remains our strategic framework 

for translating AEWA commitments into concrete action that protects species, 

strengthens community resilience, and contributes to sustainable development. As we 

approach the end of this strategy period, we call upon the Executive Secretary to 



 

 
 

facilitate a comprehensive and participatory evaluation process to assess 

effectiveness, impact, efficiency, coherence, and sustainability—with the intention to 

provide evidence-based decision-making for the development of AEWA’s post-2027 

framework. 

 

As Africa, we call upon Parties to embrace and make use of the IPBES Assessment 

Report, which highlights the need for a nexus approach reflecting the 

interconnectedness of biodiversity, water, food, and health in the context of climate 

change. 

 

We further emphasize that mainstreaming AEWA into national and regional 

biodiversity planning directly supports the implementation of other Multilateral 

Environmental Agreements (MEAs). Through integration, we can maximize 

synergies, avoid duplication, and enhance the collective impact of our conservation 

efforts. 

 

The Africa Group calls for enhanced resource mobilization, including exploring 

mechanisms for Africa to access funding from existing biodiversity financing windows 

such as the GEF, to directly support AEWA activities. 

 

Capacity building remains central to Africa’s priorities. We urge increased 

investments in training, community empowerment, and institutional strengthening to 

ensure that conservation actions translate into measurable benefits for both 

biodiversity and people. 

 

We equally underscore the need for technology transfer and scientific 

collaboration among the regions of the flyway. Africa welcomes the sharing of 

modern technologies such as satellite tracking systems, AI-based species modelling, 

advanced monitoring equipment, and data management tools to improve our ability to 

monitor species populations, assess habitat trends, and inform adaptive management. 

 

Migratory waterbirds are the lifelines of our wetland ecosystems across nations—their 

wings stitching together continents, their journeys reminding us that boundaries 



 

 
 

are human but belonging is shared. They teach us that every flight is a promise—that 

what we protect in one corner of the world echoes in another. 

 

We also importantly call for unity for flyways—a unity that extends to recognizing the 

roles of Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities, the private sector, women, and 

youth in the conservation of migratory waterbirds and their habitats. Communities 

remain at the forefront and interface level with these species and their environments. 

 

And so, the Africa Group stands not only in commitment but in hope, ready to work 

hand in hand with all Parties so that future generations may still look up and see the 

unity written in the sky. 

 

United for Flyways – Africa’s commitment. 

 

Thank you, Chair. 


