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AEWA Waterbird Harvest Data Report 2019-2023

A module of the Report on the implementation of AEWA for the period 2021-2024

Introduction

The format for national reports on the implementation of the Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian
MigratoryWaterbirds (AEWA) for the period 2021-2024 was approved by the 8th Session of the Meeting of the Parties
(MOP8, 26-30 September 2022, Budapest, Hungary) through Resolution 8.3. This format has been compiled following
theAEWA Annex 3 (Action Plan), the AEWA Strategic Plan 2019-2027 and resolutions of the MOP.

As mandated by the MOP, at its 23rd meeting (StC23, 26-27 June 2023, virtual event) the Standing Committee
approved a modified version of the format and decided to split the national reporting to MOP9 into two modules. The
first module is about harvest data reporting and for this module, the relevant template was extracted from the
modified national reporting format approved by StC23.

The deadline for submission of the harvest data reporting module was set by the Standing Committee at 30 June 2024.
This earlier deadline, as compared to the deadline for national report submission of 180 days before the opening of the
MOP, was introduced in view of the need of harvest data for undertaking a rapid assessment of sustainability of
harvest (task 4.7 of the AEWA Technical Committee Workplan 2023-2025) and other dependent tasks. The start of the
reporting period was also set earlier at 2019 as a longer data series will increase the quality of the harvest
sustainability assessment.

The AEWA Waterbird Harvest Data National Reports 2019-2023 were compiled and submitted through the AEWA Online
National ReportingSystem, which is part of the broader CMS Family Online Reporting System. The CMS Family Online
Reporting System was developed by the UNEP-World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC) in close
collaboration with and underthe guidance of the UNEP/AEWA Secretariat.
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1. GENERAL INFORMATION

Name of reporting Contracting Party
>>> Germany

Date of entry into force of AEWA in the Contracting Party

>>>01.11.1999

List any reservations that the Contracting Party has made (if any) in respect of any

population(s) listed in Table 1 of Annex 3 or any specific provision of the AEWA Action Plan -
either upon deposition of its instruments of accession (per AEWA, Article XV) or subsequent to

any amendment of Table 1 or the AEWA Action Plan, as adopted by a session of the
Agreement’s Meeting of the Parties (per AEWA, Article X.6).

EU member states should list also all reservations entered by the European Commission
behalf of the European Union.

>>> Reservations of the European Union (10.11.2022)

“Following the amendments to the Agreement adopted at the last Meeting of the Parties (MOP8, 26-30
September 2022):

* the Iceland/UK & Ireland population of Greylag Goose Anser anser anser is how listed in Category 3e* of
Column A of Table 1,

* the North-east Europe/North-west Europe population of Taiga Bean Goose Anser fabalis fabalis is now split
into three populations:

-Scandinavia/Denmark and UK population listed in Category 1c of Column A of Table 1,

-Finland and NW Russia/Sweden, Denmark and Germany population listed in Category 3c* of Column A of
Table 1,

-West Siberia/Poland and Germany population listed in Category 2 of Column A of Table 1,

* the Black Sea & East Mediterranean population of Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina is now listed in Category
3e of Column A of Table 1,

* the C & E Siberia/SW Asia, Eastern & Southern Africa population of Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola
squatarola is now listed in Category 3c of Column A of Table 1 and,

* the SE Eur & W Asia/SW & S Asia & NE Africa population of Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus
longipes is now listed in Category 3c of Column A of Table 1.

These populations of species now form part of the Action Plan contained in Annex 3 to the Agreement.

The European Union cannot accept the above-mentioned amendments without a prior change in EU law. The
European Union would therefore like to hereby enter a reservation with respect to the five above mentioned
amendments.

This reservation by the European Union is also valid for those Member States of the European Union which are
Parties to AEWA as, when a regional economic integration organization, such as the European Union, and its
Member States are both parties to a treaty, they are not entitled to exercise rights under the treaty
concurrently. This principle is reflected, with regard to voting in the Meeting of the Parties, in Article VI(5) of
AEWA and also applies to the notification of reservations under Article X(6) of AEWA. With regard to the
reservation in question, it is for the European Union to act since the protection of the bird species in question
is covered by existing Union legislation.

The Iceland/UK & Ireland population of Greylag Goose and the Finland and NW Russia/Sweden, Denmark and
Germany population of the Taiga Bean Goose are now respectively listed in Categories 3e and 3c of Column A
of Table 1 of Annex 3 of the Agreement with an asterisk (*). According to Annex 3, the species listed in
Category 3 with an asterisk may only be hunted within the framework of an international species action plan,
through which Parties will endeavor to implement the principles of adaptive harvest management. Therefore,
the European Union could consider lifting the reservation regarding these populations once an adaptive
harvest management mechanism under an international body, consistent with the requirements of Article 7 of
the Birds Directive, is in place.

Despite the reservation, the European Commission has and will continue to encourage EU Member States to
ensure the sustainability of hunting and has developed an approach for bird species listed in Annex 2 of the
Birds Directive which are not in a secure status which aims at supporting their recovery.”
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2. INSTITUTIONAL INFORMATION

Please update information on the National AEWA Administrative Authority, the National Focal Points, the
Designated National Respondent and the other contributors to this report.

Designated National AEWA Administrative Authority

Full name of the institution
>>> Federal Ministry for the Environment, Climate Action, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMUKN)

Name and title of the head of institution
>>> Federal Minister Carsten Schneider

Mailing address - Street and number
>>> BMUKN / Referat N | 4 (International Species Protection)
Robert-Schuman-Platz 3

P.O. Box
>>> 12 06 29, 53048 Bonn

Postal code
>>>» 53175

City
>>> Bonn

Country
>>> Germany

Telephone
>>> +49 228 99 305 2632

Fax
>>> +49 228 99 305 3225

E-mail
>>> berit.gewert@bmuv.bund.de ; ni4d@bmuv.bund.de

Website
>>> www.bmuv.de

Designated National Focal Point (NFP) for AEWA matters

Name and title of the NFP
>>> Berit Gewert

Affiliation (institution, department)
>>> Federal Ministry for the Environment, Climate Action, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMUKN)
Referat N | 4 (International Species Protection)

Mailing address - Street and number
>>> Robert-Schuman-Platz 3

P.O. Box
»> 12 06 29, 53048 Bonn

Postal code
»> 53175

City
>»»> Bonn

Country
>>> Germany

Telephone
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>>> +49 228 99 305 2632

Fax
>>> +49 228 99 305 3225

E-mail
>>> berit.gewert@bmuv.bund.de; ni4d@bmuv.bund.de

Website
>>> www.bmuv.de

Designated National Focal Point for AEWA Technical Committee (TC NFP) matters

Name and title of the TC NFP
>>> Berit Gewert

Affiliation (institution, department)
>>> Federal Ministry for the Environment, Climate Action, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMUKN)
Referat N | 4 (International Species Protection)

Mailing address - Street and number
>>> Robert-Schuman-Platz 3

P.O. Box
»>> 12 06 29, 53048 Bonn

Postal code
>>> 53175

City
>>> Bonn

Country
>>> Germany

Telephone
>>> +49 228 99 305 2632

Fax
»> +49 228 99 305 3225

E-mail
>>> berit.gewert@bmuv.bund.de; nid@bmuv.bund.de

Website

E-mail
>>> www.bmuv.de

Designated National Focal Point for Communication, Education and Public Awareness
(CEPA NFP) matters

Name and title of the CEPA NFP
>>> Berit Gewert

Affiliation (institution, department)
>>> Federal Ministry for the Environment, Climate Action, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMUKN)
Referat N | 4 (International Species Protection)

Mailing address - Street and number
>>> Robert-Schuman-Platz 3

P.O. Box
>>» 12 06 29, 53048 Bonn

Postal code
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>»> 53175

City
>»»> Bonn

Country
>>> Germany

Telephone
>>> +49 228 99 305 2632

Fax
>>> +49 228 99 305 3225

E-mail
>>> berit.gewert@bmuv.bund.de; nid@bmuv.bund.de

Website
>>> www.bmuv.de

Designated National Respondent (DNR) in charge of the compilation and submission
of the Waterbird Harvest Data Report 2019-2023 (a module of the AEWA National
Report 2021-2024)

Please select from the list below as appropriate.
The National Focal Point (NFP) has been designated as the National Respondent

Other contributors to the Waterbird Harvest Data Report 2019-2023 (a module of the
AEWA National Report 2021-2024)

Please list the names and affiliations (institution, organisation) of the other contributors to this report. For
Contracting Parties in which nature conservation is not an exclusive competence of national/federal
government, Desighated National Respondents are encouraged to seek input from other relevant levels of
government.

>>> Thinen Institute of Forest Ecosystems
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3. WATERBIRD HARVEST DATA

1. Does your country have an adequate system for the collection of harvest data, which covers
all relevant species/populations listed in Table 1 and allows accurate estimation of the scale of
all forms of waterbird harvesting? (AEWA Action Plan, paragraph 4.1.3; AEWA Strategic Plan
2019-2027, Action 2.1(b))

Yes

If yes, please indicate whether it covers: (Select from the four lists below and provide
details in the text box)

Species coverage
All huntable AEWA species occurring in your country

Spatial coverage
The whole territory of your country

Forms of harvesting coverage
The main form of waterbird harvesting but not all other forms

Frequency of data collection
Collection of annual harvest data

Please describe the primary method(s) used for the collection of harvest data for the majority of waterbird
species
Mandatory reporting - without a consequence in case of non-reporting

Please indicate what proportion of hunters submit harvest data when approached for data reporting
91-99%

Please provide further information and clarification how this proportion has been calculated/estimated
>>> There is a requirement to report hunts to the local hunting authorities. However, it is not possible to verify
whether a hunt has taken place.

Please indicate how annual harvest estimates are derived

Select from the options and provide details in the text box
Based only on the sum of reported data

Please upload a reference or provide a web link where further details of the national harvest data collection
scheme can be obtained

>>> Hunting Data Storage Eberswalde, Thinen
Institutehttps://www.thuenen.de/de/themenfelder/raumnutzungsoptionen-wildtiermanagement/wildtiere-pro-
oder-contra/das-eberswalder-wild-zentrum

2. Please indicate which of the species occurring in your country are huntable according to the
domestic legislation of your country and for them provide data on the reported/estimated
harvest of birds and eggs in the period 2019-2023 (AEWA Strategic Plan 2019-2027, Purpose-level
indicator 4 and Action 2.1(c); AEWA Action Plan, paragraph 4.1.3). Even if no harvest data are available,
please indicate whether the species are huntable or not.

To respond to this question, please:

1) download the Excel file for your country from this link (Notice: before clicking on this
hyperlink, please keep pressing the Ctrl button on your keyboard to open the link in a new
tab.),

2) fill it in offline and

3) attach it below (use the paper clip icon)

Guidance: Do not include numbers which have been harvested under granted exemptions/derogations to hunting
legislation (e.g. for crop protection). See question 3 to report such numbers. Only in cases where (some) harvest under
exemption/derogation is inseparable from the other harvest data due to specifics of data collecting nationally, please
report numbers here and explicitly indicate this, but report the rest of the information on the exemption/derogation
under question 3.

You have attached the following documents to this answer.

GERMANY_EN_Q2_ table_ AEWA_Waterbird Harvest Data_Report 2019-2023 Tl_12052025.xIsx - AEWA Waterbird
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1_68f5PF6uZXjcHPk3PANWc5jAYCItETr?usp=sharing
http://ors.unep-aewa.org/answers/3232301/documents/3003

Harvest Data Report Germany

Have estimates of crippling rate been done in your country in the period 2019-2023 or any other year(s)
previously?
No

Has unretrieved harvest been estimated in your country in the period 2019-2023 or any other year(s)
previously?
No

Does your country have an established system of harvest restrictions and/or adaptive harvest
management regimes, to implement the principle of sustainable use? (AEWA Action Plan, paragraph 4.1.1;
AEWA Strategic Plan 2019-2027, Target 2.4)

No

Please explain the reasons

»>>> The harvest of migratory birds is regulated by the Federal Hunting Act which already existed before the
guidelines were established under AEWA. In principle, German legislation is in line with the AEWA guidelines.
In case of discrepancies between AEWA-Guidelines and EU regulations, efforts are made to adapt the national
legislation accordingly.

3.Were any exemptions granted in 2019-2023 to the prohibitions required by paragraphs 2.1.1
and 2.1.2 of the AEWA Action Plan? (AEWA Action Plan, paragraph 2.1.3; AEWA Strategic Plan
2019-2027, Target 1.1).

Notice: Before clicking on the above hyperlink, please keep pressing the Ctrl button on your keyboard to
open the link in a new tab.

No

4. Does your country maintain an adequate system for making realistic estimates of the
number of waterbirds and/or their eggs taken illegally? (AEWA Strategic Plan 2019-2027,
Action 2.1(b))

No
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https://www.unep-aewa.org/sites/default/files/uploads/aewa_agreement_text_2023-2025_corrected%20version%20as%20of%2010%20August%202023_EN.pdf

4. CONFIRMATION

Confirmation of information verification and approval for submission.

Please confirm:

In addition a scanned copy of an official letter from the relevant state institution, approving the report for
submission, can be attached.

| declare that the information provided in the Waterbird Harvest Data Report 2019-2023 (a module of the Report on
the implementation of AEWA for the period 2021-2024) has been verified and the report has been approved for
submission by the appropriate state institution in the country.

Date of submission
»> 27.05.2025
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