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Funding opportunities in the Nordic Countries
- DRAFT WORKING DOCUMENT -

Note: 
This document is to be reviewed, amended and extended as appropriate by the Committee members.
- REGIONAL FUNDING POSSIBILITIES - 
THE NORDIC COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
Nature and Environment Prize of the Nordic Council
The Nature and Environment Prize is awarded to a Nordic enterprise, organization or individual, which has managed in an exemplary way to integrate consideration for nature and the environment into their business or work, or which, in some other way, has made an extraordinary effort for nature and the environment.

The prize is worth ca 47.000€ and is awarded annually. Different topics are highlighted every year. In 2011 the award will be given for sustainable tourism.
Website:
http://www.norden.org/en/nordic-council/the-nordic-council-prizes/the-nature-and-environment-prize
The Nordic Council of Ministers' Environment Group
The Environment Group funds projects that are in line with those of the Nordic Environment Action Plan and/or the programme of the annual Presidency. The project must involve at least three Nordic countries and must generate clear Nordic synergies. However, funding is at present only for Denmark, Norway, Iceland, Finland, Åland Islands and the Faroe Islands. One would have to check whether projects could also include other countries outside the Nordic region.
Website:
http://www.norden.org/en/nordic-council-of-ministers/council-of-ministers/council-of-ministers-for-the-environment-mr-m/grants-from-the-nordic-council-of-ministers-environment-group 
The Terrestrial Ecosystem Group

The Terrestrial Ecosystem Group is a working group under the auspices of the Nordic Council of Ministers for the Environment. The group funds Nordic projects based on annual priorities. The group has a broad mandate which covers the preservation and sustainable use of nature, biological diversity, landscape, cultural monuments and cultural environment as well as outdoor life. The work also covers the relation between climate change and biological diversity, landscape and cultural environment.
Website:
http://www.norden.org/en/nordic-council-of-ministers/council-of-ministers/council-of-ministers-for-the-environment-mr-m/institutes-co-operative-bodies-and-working-groups/working-groups/terrestrial-ecosystem-group-teg
THE NORDIC ENVIRONMENT FINANCE COOPERATION (NEFCO)

NEFCO is an international financial institution owned by the five Nordic countries. NEFCO finances investments and projects in Russia, Ukraine, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Belarus, in order to generate positive environmental effects of interest to the Nordic region. NEFCO currently administers funds to a total value of EUR 357 million. A Nordic company or institution must be a project partner.
Website:
http://www.nefco.org/ 
THE NORDIC INVESTMENT BANK (NIB)
NIB is the common international financial institution of the eight Nordic and Baltic countries. NIB provides long-term financing to the energy, environmental, transport, logistics and communications, and innovation sectors for projects that strengthen competitiveness and enhance the environment. Nature conservation projects as such are not what NIB is focusing on, but they are worth keeping in mind for larger scale projects – perhaps in combination with funding from the private sector.
Website:
http://www.nib.int/home/ 
THE NORDIC DEVELOPMENT FUND (NDF)
The Nordic Development Fund (NDF) provides grant financing for climate change investments in low-income countries. Eligible areas for NDF grant financing include climate change mitigation and adaptation activities. NDF grants are provided mainly for technical assistance, i.e. consulting services, and for investments (goods, works, services) and for other applicable expenses in connection with technical assistance. Grants usually range from 500 000€-4 000 000€.

Website:
http://www.ndf.fi/home.shtml
KOLARCTIC ENPI CBC
The Programme Kolarctic ENPI CBC is being carried out under the European Neighborhood and Partnership Instrument. The current programme period being implemented will run until 2013. A call for new projects is issued twice a year.
Kolarctic ENPI CBC promotes cross-border co-operation within the programme area which includes the northern parts of Finland, Sweden and Norway and a large area of North-West Russia. The programme is implemented by financing projects in which organizations develop their own activities with cross-border partners. The Regional Council of Lapland in Finland works as the administrative authority of Kolarctic ENPI CBC Programme.

Every project must have at least 10 % financing from the project participants - the Lead Partner and Partners. To be approved and financed, a project must contribute to the objectives of the programme document related to the three priorities of the programme: Economic and Social Development, Common Challenges, and People-to-People Co-operation and Identity Building.
Website:
http://www.kolarcticenpi.info/en 
- FUNDING POSSIBILITIES IN FINLAND -
THE FINNISH NATURE CONSERVATION FUND (Suomen Luonnonsuojelun Säätiö)
The Finnish Nature Conservation Fund supports research being done in the field of nature conservation as well as other work which benefits nature conservation in Finland. 
Funds are for example also granted for publications.
Website:
http://www.luonnonsuojelunsaatio.fi/ 

”THE ANEMONE NATURE CONSERVATION FUND” (Vuokon Luonnonsuojelusäätiö)
The Anemone Nature Conservation Fund supports the conservation of species, the environment and nature, the safeguarding of biodiversity as well as research in these fields. The fund has a special focus on butterflies, but all other species are eligible for support as well.
Website:
http://www.vuokonluonnonsuojelusaatio.fi/
FINNBARENTS
Finnbarents is a joint organization of Rovaniemi University of Applied Sciences and the University of Lapland and offers a range of expert services on northern issues – including assistance with finding financing for projects in the so-called “Northern Dimension”. The organization has many years experience in the Barents region and especially with project work in Russia. It could be worth looking into cooperating with them on projects in Russia.
Website:
http://www.finnbarents.fi/ 
- FUNDING POSSIBILITIES IN NORWAY -
THE NORWEGIAN AGENCY FOR DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION (Norad)
The Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation is a directorate under the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Priorities in the field of climate change and environment include sustainable management of biological diversity and natural resources; ecosystem services; climate change; water resources, water, and sanitation; pollution and hazardous substances. 
Website:
http://www.norad.no/en/ 
THE RESEARCH COUNCIL OF NORWAY 
Globalization of the environment, energy and climate research (Globmek)


The Research Council of Norway grants approximately 11 million NOK per year to research on globalization of the environment, energy and climate. The funds are meant to contribute to strengthening the knowledge base in the South and Norway, and contribute to tackle long-term environmental issues and the commitments in relation to the Norwegian Action plan for Environment in Development Cooperation. The funds shall also contribute to strengthen the Norwegian institutions role as good global partners within this area. 
Website:
http://www.forskningsradet.no/en/Home_page/1177315753906 

http://www.forskningsradet.no/servlet/Satellite?c=Page&cid=1232443161061&pagename=norglobal%2FHovedsidemal
THE NORWEGIAN BARENTS SECRETARIAT
The Norwegian Barents Secretariat aims at developing the Norwegian-Russian relations in the north by promoting and funding Norwegian-Russian cooperation projects. The Secretariat is also a center of competence on Norwegian-Russian relations. The Secretariat funds bilateral Norwegian-Russian cooperation projects on behalf of the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The Secretariat grants approximately 200 Norwegian-Russian projects annually.

Website:
http://www.barents.no/
- FUNDING POSSIBILITIES IN SWEDEN -
THE SWEDISH RESEARCH COUNCIL
The Swedish Research Council does offer a variety of grants for different research projects, but grants are only open to researchers affiliated with a Swedish university.
Website:
http://www.vr.se/inenglish.4.12fff4451215cbd83e4800015152.html 
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