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Italy’s journey towards accession to AEWA

Progress towards ratification of the AEWA Agreement

Italy occupies a central position relative to the main migratory routes between Europe and Africa; in addition, the country plays an important role for the over-wintering of several species that breed in northern Europe.

In view of the numerous laws, conventions, regulations and European directives already in place to protect the aquatic migratory birds covered by the AEWA agreement, Italy did not regard accession to AEWA as a priority until recently.

However, as the causes of the decline of many of these species are often also of interest to non-European countries covered neither by the Bern Convention nor by Council Directive 79/409/EEC on the Conservation of Wild Birds, and considering its crucial geographical position, Italy now considers it important to accede to an international agreement such as AEWA that provides a basis for international cooperation both inside and outside Europe, on activities devoted to the conservation and management of such species.

For this reason, in October 2004 Italy began the process of accession to AEWA with the tabling of a bill that is currently being considered by the Italian Parliament. It is expected that final ratification of the agreement will take place before the current parliamentary term ends, in June 2006.

The Marbled Teal

status of the species
The Marbled Teal (Marmaronetta angustirostris) is one of the species for which Italy considers it is important to establish international agreements within AEWA as soon as possible.

No historical data is available concerning the breeding distribution of this species. Since the autumn of 1999, following the establishment of the Integral Natural Reserve ‘Lago di Preola e Gorghi Tondi’, some specimens have been observed in the area of Mazara del Vallo (Trapani Province, Sicily). Then, in 2000, a breeding pair was reported near Pantano Leone (Campobello di Mazara), and two pairs were sighted in 2004. 

Large fluctuations in numbers are typical for this species, so its regular appearance in south-western Sicily in recent years would suggest that breeding there is not merely episodic, but may be the start of colonization. 

Since the environmental and climatic conditions on the southern Sicilian coast are similar to those in the nesting sites of Spain and North Africa, the species could in fact become permanently established in the middle to long term.

the national action plan

In order to support this process of re-colonization, the Italian Ministry of Environment and Territorial Protection (Ministero dell’Ambiente e della Tutela del Territorio, MATT) commissioned a National Action Plan for the Marbled Teal from the National Wildlife Institute (Istituto Nazionale per la Fauna Selvatica, INFS). Given the special status of this species in Italy, it was considered that the following steps were required in order to prepare the plan: 

Acquisition of basic information about the species, by collation of available bibliographical data regarding recent re-colonization and any other records relating to Italy. In addition, potential breeding sites in Sicily were to be identified based on the environmental preferences gleaned from the bibliography.

Identification of limiting factors and threats, and definition of conservation actions.
importance of international cooperation

This INFS study suggested that, despite the activities being carried out at a national level and even if the numbers of Marbled Teal in Sicily were to increase remarkably in a just few years, it was unlikely that a sufficiently large and sustainable breeding nucleus could be established without regular genetic exchange with other populations. Thus, in order to guarantee the future of the species in Italy, cooperation with the international community and the other countries of the western Mediterranean, supporting the adoption of focused and coordinated conservation measures is considered to be essential.

It seems particularly important to cooperate closely with the other western Mediterranean countries that have Marbled Teal breeding sites, thus ensuring the continuity of the current colonization process. These include Tunisia and Algeria (not yet Parties to AEWA), Morocco (which signed in 1997 but has not yet ratified) and Spain (an AEWA Party).

In addition it is considered important to give technical and possibly also financial support to the North African countries involved, especially to Tunisia from where the Sicilian specimens probably come, in order to promote internal monitoring and protection activities.

Bibliography

Andreotti A., N. Baccetti, A. Perfetti, M. Besa, P. Genovesi, V. Guberti, 2001 - Mammiferi e Uccelli esotici in Italia: analisi del fenomeno, impatto sulla biodiversità e linee guida gestionali. Quad. Cons. Nat., 2, Min. Ambiente - Ist. Naz. Fauna Selvatica.

Andreotti A., V. Sciabica, in stampa - Anatra marmorizzata Marmaronetta angustirostris. In: Spagnesi M., L. Serra (eds.), Iconografia degli uccelli d’Italia. Vol. I: Gaviiformes-Anseriformes. Min. Ambiente - Ist. Naz. Fauna Selvatica.
Azafzaf H., C. Feltrup Azafzaf, H. Dlensi, 2004 - Importance des zones humides de la région de Douz (Sud Tunisien) pour l’hivernage et la nidification de la Sarcelle marbrée (Marmaronetta angustirostris). 11ème Congrès Panafricain d’Ornithologie, Île de Djerba, Tunisie, Programme et Résumés.

Baccetti N., 1992 - Anatra marmorizzata Marmaronetta angustirostris. In: Brichetti P., P. De Franceschi, N. Baccetti (eds.), Fauna d'Italia. Aves I: Gaviidae-Phasianidae. Edizioni Calderini, Bologna: 360-366.

Baccetti N., P. Dall’Antonia, P. Magagnoli, L. Melega, L. Serra, C. Soldatini, M. Zenatello, 2002 - Risultati dei censimenti degli uccelli acquatici svernanti in Italia: distribuzione, stima e trend delle popolazioni nel 1991-2000. Biol. Cons. Fauna, 111: 1-240.

BirdLife International, 2000 - Threatened birds of the world. Linx Edicions and BirdLife International, Barcelona and Cambridge.

BirdLife International, 2004a - Birds in Europe. Population estimates, trends and conservation status. BirdLife Conservation Series n. 12, BirdLife International, Cambridge.

BirdLife International, 2004b - Species factsheet: Marmaronetta angustirostris. Downloaded from www.birdlife.org.

Brichetti P., G. Fracasso, 2003 - Ornitologia italiana. Vol. I: Gaviidae-Falconidae. Alberto Perdisa Editore, Bologna.

Bonazzi D., 2000 - Avvistamento di Anatra marmorizzata Marmaronetta angustirostris in Emilia-Romagna. In: Arcamone E., Brichetti P. (eds.), Nuovi avvistamenti, Avocetta, 24 (1): 60.

Brunelli M., 1997 - Gli uccelli di comparsa accidentale nel Lazio. Alula, IV (1-2): 3-19.

Cartabellotta D., A. Drago, B. Lo Bianco, M. Lombardo, 1998 - Climatologia della Sicilia. Vol. 1 Agrigento-Trapani. Regione Siciliana Assessorato Agricoltura e Foreste, Unità di Agrometeorologia, Palermo.
Casado S., M. Florin, S. Molla, C. Montes, 1992 - Current status of Spanish wetlands. In: Finlayson M., T. Hollie, T. Davis (eds.), Managing Mediterranean Wetlands and their Birds. Proceedings of an IWRB International Symposium, Grado, Italy, February 1991. IWRB Spec. Publ., 20: 56-58.

Chalabi B., 1992 - The status of wetlands an waterbird in Algeria. In: Finlayson M., T. Hollie, T. Davis (eds.), Managing Mediterranean Wetlands and their Birds. Proceedings of an IWRB International Symposium, Grado, Italy, February 1991. IWRB Spec. Publ., 20: 79-82.
Chelini A., 1984 - Le anatre selvatiche. Editoriale Olimpia, Firenze.

Cherubini G., L. Serra, 1997 - Problematiche relative alle immissioni di uccelli acquatici: un commento alla situazione italiana. In Spagnesi M., S. Toso, P. Genovesi (eds.), III Convegno Nazionale dei Biologi della Selvaggina, Suppl. Ric. Biologia Selvaggina, XXVII: 317-331.

Ciaccio A., A. Priolo, 1997 - Avifauna della foce del Simeto, del lago di Lentini e delle zone umide adiacenti (Sicilia, Italia). Naturalista sicil. S. IV, XXI (3-4): 309-413.

Cianchi F., L. Serra, M. Zenatello, 1997 - Avvistamento di Anatra marmorizzata Marmaronetta angustirostris in Puglia. In: Arcamone E., P. Brichetti (eds.), Nuovi avvistamenti, Avocetta, 21: 221.

Corsi F., P. Giovacchini (eds.), 1995 - Atlante degli uccelli svernanti in provincia di Grosseto. Inverni 1988-89/1993-94. Amministrazione Provinciale di Grosseto - WWF Sez. Grosseto, Editrice Caletra.
Council of Europe, 1998 - Drafting and implementing action plans for threatened species. Environmental encounters, 39.

Cramp S., K. E. L. Simmons (eds.), 1977 - Handbook of the Birds of Europe, the Middle East and North Africa: the Birds of the Western Palearctic. Vol. I: Ostrich to Ducks. Oxford University Press, Oxford.

D'Angelo S., M. Lo Valvo, 2003 - On the presence of the Red Swamp Crayfisch Procambarus clarkii (Girard, 1852) (Decapoda Cambaridae) in Sicily. Naturalista Siciliano, XXVII (3-4):325-327.

Delany S., D. Scott (eds.), 2002 - Waterbird Population Estimates - Third Edition. Wetlands International Global Series n. 12, Wageningen, The Netherlands.

Díaz M., B. Asensio, J. L. Tellería (eds.), 1996 - Aves Ibéricas. I. No Paseriformes. J. M. Reyero Editor, Madrid.

Gallo-Orsi U. (ed.), 2001 - Saving Europe’s most threatened birds: progress in implementing European Species Action Plans. BirdLife International, Wageningen, The Netherlands.

Giglioli E. H., 1907 - Secondo resoconto dei risultati dell'inchiesta ornitologica in Italia. Avifauna italica. Stab. Tipografico S. Giuseppe, Firenze.
Giménez M., 1999 - Annus Horribilis para la Cerceta Pardilla en el Hondo. La Garcilla, 105: 31.
Giménez Ripoll M., J. C. del Moral, M. A. Gómez Serrano, I. Díes Jambrino, B. Díes Jambrino, R. Martí, 2003 - Un millón y medio de aves acuáticas invernan en España. La Garcilla, 117: 6-11.

Gonzáles J. M., M. Rebassa, C. López-Jurado, O. Martínez, J. C. Palerm (eds.), 1999 - Registres ornitològics. Anuari Ornitològic de les Balears, 14: 41-122.

Green A. J., 1993 - The status and conservation of the Marbled Teal Marmaronetta angustirostris. IWRB Spec. Publ. n. 23, Slimbridge, UK.

Green A. J., 1994 - Marbled Teal Marmaronetta angustirostris. In: Tucker G. M., M. F. Heath (eds.), Birds in Europe. Their Conservation Status, BirdLife Conservation Series n. 3: BirdLife International, Cambridge: 126-127.
Green A. J., 1996 - International action plan for the Marbled Teal (Marmaronetta angustirostris). In: Heredia B., L. Rose, M. Painter (eds.): Globally Threatened birds in Europe. Council of Europe Publishing, Strasbourg: 99-117.

Green A. J., 1997 - Marbled Teal Marmaronetta angustirostris. In: Hagemeijer W. J. M., M. J. Blair (eds.), The EBCC Atlas of European Breeding Birds: Their Distribution and Abundance. T. & A. D. Poyser, London: 83.

Green A. J., 1998a - Clutch size, brood size and brood emergence in the Marbled Teal Marmaronetta angustirostris in the marismas del Guadalquivir. Ibis, 140: 670-675.
Green A. J., 1998b - Comparative feeding behaviour and niche organization in a Mediterranean duck community. Can. J. Zool., 76: 500-507.
Green A. J., 1998c - Habitat selection by the Marbled Teal Marmaronetta angustirostris, Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca and other ducks in the Gösu Delta, Turkey, in summer. Rev. Ecol. Terre Vie, 53: 225-243.
Green A. J., 2000 - The scaling and selection of sexually dimorphic characters: an example using the Marbled Teal. J. Avian Biol., 3: 345-350.
Green A. J., J. D. Navarro, 1997 - National censuses of the Marbled Teal Marmaronetta angustirostris in Spain. Bird Study, 44: 80-87.
Green A. J., J. D. Navarro, J. C. Dolz, J. Aragoneses, 1999 - Timing of brood emergence in a duck community in Mediterranean Spain. Bird Study, 46: 116-118.
Green A. J., M. El Hamzaoui, 2000 - Diurnal behaviour and habitat use of nonbreeding Marbled Teal, Marmaronetta angustirostris. Can. J. Zool., 78: 2112-2118.
Green A. J., N. Selva, 2000 - The diet of post-breeding Marbled Teal Marmaronetta angustirostris and Mallard Anas platyrhynchos in the Gösu Delta, Turkey. Rev. Ecol. Terre Vie, 55: 161-169.
Green A. J., M. El Hamzaoui, M. A. El Agbani, J. Franchimont, 2002 - The conservation status of Moroccan wetlands with particular reference to waterbirds and to changes since 1978. Biological Conservation, 104: 71-82.
Green A. J., M. I. Sánchez, 2003 - Spatial and temporal variation in the diet of Marbled Teal Marmaronetta angustirostris in the western Mediterranean. Bird Study, 50: 153-160.
Green A. J., C. Fuentes, M. Vázquez, C. Viedma, N. Ramón, 2004 - Use of wing tags and other methods to mark Marbled Teal (Marmaronetta angustirostris) in Spain. Ardeola, 51(1): 191-202.
Green A. J., C. Fuentes, J. Figuerola, C. Viedma, N. Ramón, 2005 - Survival of Marbled Teal (Marmaronetta angustirostris) released back into the wild. Biological Conservation, 121: 595-601.

Handrinos G., T. Akriotis, 1997 - The Birds of Greece. Christopher Helm, London.

Harvey W. G., 1986 - Two additions to the avifauna of China, Anas angustirostris and Hippolais pallida. Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl., 106 (1): 15.

Heath M. F., M. I. Evans (eds.), 2000 - Important Bird Areas in Europe. Priority sites for conservation. Vol. II. BirdLife Conservation Series n. 8, BirdLife International, Cambridge.

Isenmann P., 1993 - Oiseaux de Camargue. Société d'Études Ornithologiques de France, Muséum National d'Historie Naturelle, BrunoY, France.
Isenmann P., A. Moali, 2000 - Oiseaux d'Algérie. Société d'Études Ornithologiques de France, Muséum National d'Historie Naturelle, Paris.
Livezey B. C., 1996 - A Phylogenetic Analysis of Modern Pochards (Anatidae: Aythyni). The Auk, 113 (1): 74-93.

Maamouri F., J. Hughes, 1992 - Prospects for wetlands and waterfowl in Tunisia. In: Finlayson M., T. Hollie, T. Davis (eds.), Managing Mediterranean Wetlands and their Birds. Proceedings of an IWRB International Symposium, Grado, Italy, February 1991. IWRB Spec. Publ., 20: 47-52.
Madge S., H. Burn, 1988 - Wildfowl. An identification guide to the ducks, geese and swans of the world. Christopher Helm, London.
Magyar G., T. Hadarics, Z. Waliczky, A. Schmidt, T. Nagy, A. Bankovics, 1998 - Nomenclator Avium Hungariae. An annotated list of the birds of Hungary. Winter Fair, Budapest - Szeged.

Marzano G., 1997 - Interessanti osservazioni di Anseriformi dalla Penisola Salentina (Puglia). Picus, 23 (2):109.

Mateo R., A. J. Green, C. W. Jeske, V. Urios, C. Gerique, 2001 - Lead poisoning in the globally threatened Marbled Teal and White-headed Duck in Spain. Environ Toxicol Chem., 20(12): 2860-2868.
Navarro J. D., F. Robledano, 1995 - La Cerceta pardilla Marmaronetta angustirostris en España. ICONA-MAPA Colección Técnica. Instituto Nacional para la Conservación del La Naturaleza, Madrid, Spain.

Navarro Medina J. D., 1997 - Cerceta Pardilla. In: Purroy F. J. (ed.), Atlas de las Aves de España (1975-1995). Lynx Edicions, Barcelona: 78-79.

Navarro Medina J. D., 1998 - Auge y declive de la Cerceta Pardilla. La Garcilla, 101: 22-23.
Rebassa M., M. Suárez, J. M. Gonzáles, C. López-Jurado, O. Martínez, D. García, 2002 - Registres ornitològics. Anuari Ornitològic de les Balears, 17: 115-213.

Sciabica E., 2002 - Nidificazione dell'Anatra marmorizzata (Marmaronetta angustirostris) in Sicilia (Aves, Anatidae). Naturalista siciliano, S. IV, XXVI (1-2): 117-119.

Sciabica E., 2004 - Capo Feto. Le Zone umide della Sicilia sud-occidentale. F&F Ced Editori, Mazara del Vallo.

Scott D. A., P. M. Rose, 1996 - Atlas of Anatidae Populations in Africa and Western Eurasia. Wetlands International Publications n. 41. Wetlands International, Wageningen, The Netherlands.

Snow D. W., Perrins C. M., 1998 - The Bird of the Western Palearctic. Concise Edition, Vol. 1, Non-Passerines. Oxford University Press, Oxford.
Tucker G. M., M. F. Heath (eds.), 1994 - Birds in Europe. Their Conservation Status. BirdLife Conservation Series n. 3: BirdLife International, Cambridge.
Valverde J. A., 1964 - Datos sobre Cerceta pardilla (Anas angustirostris) en las Marismas. Ardeola, 9: 121-132.

van den Berg A. B., 1997 - WP reports: September-October 1997. Dutch Birding, 19: 253-261.
Whitaker J. I. S., 1905 - The Birds of Tunisia. R. H. Porter, London.

Secretariat provided by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)











