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Representation and Credentials 

 

Rule 16 

Each Party participating in a meeting shall be represented by a delegation consisting of a head of delegation 

and such other accredited representatives, alternate representatives, and advisers as the Party may deem 

necessary. Logistics and other limitations may require that no more than four delegates of any Range State be 

present at a plenary session. The Secretariat shall notify Parties of any such limitations in advance of the 

meeting. 

 

Rule 17 

A representative may be designated as an alternate head of delegation. An alternate representative or an adviser 

may act as a representative upon designation by the head of Delegation. 

 

Rule 18 

1. The original of the statement of credentials of the head of delegation and other representatives, alternate 

representatives, and advisers, shall be submitted to the Secretariat of the Agreement or to his/ her designated 

representative, if possible, not later that twenty-four hours after the opening of the meeting. Any later change 

in the composition of the delegation shall also be submitted to the Secretary or the representative of the 

Secretary. 

 

2. The credentials shall be issued by the Head of State or Government or by the Minister for Foreign Affairs 

or his/her equivalent, or on their behalf by an ambassador who is duly authorised. If other authorities in a 

Contracting Party are entitled to issue credentials for international meetings, the Secretary should be notified 

by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in advance of the meeting. 

 

3. The credentials must bear a full signature of the appropriate authority or else be sealed and initialed by that 

authority. The seal and/or letter heading should clearly indicate that the credentials have been issued by the 

appropriate authority. 

 

4. A representative may not exercise the right to vote unless his/ her name is clearly and unambiguously listed 

in the credentials. 

 

5. If credentials are submitted in a language other than one of the working languages of the Agreement (French 

and English), they shall be accompanied by a suitable translation into one of these two languages to permit 

efficient validations of the credentials by the Credentials Committee. 

 

Rule 19 

A Credentials Committee composed of at least two Parties of the African region and two of the Eurasian region, 

elected at the first session of each ordinary meeting, shall examine the credentials and submit its report to the 

Meeting of the Parties for approval. 

 

Rule 20 

Pending a decision of the Meeting of the Parties upon their credentials, representatives shall be entitled to 

participate provisionally in the meeting. 
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