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Summary

e The UK Ruddy Duck population continues to falprfr an estimated 4,400 at the start of the
eradication programme to around 200 adults by 20h0.

e The eradication programme is co-funded by the HBEENature Unit and Defra, who have
agreed to extend it to the end of March 2011. Thizing done within the original budget and reafiec
savings made earlier in the project.

e  Only two Ruddy Ducks have been recorded in Spaiteslanuary 2009.

Background

The Ruddy DuckOxyura jamaicensis is a North American bird introduced to the UK o0& years
ago. A small number escaped from captivity and & feral population which numbered around
6,000 by January 2000. Since the early 1990s Rudnatks, almost certainly originating from the UK,
have appeared in Spain where they hybridise wehttive white-headed duxyura leucocephala.

In the long-term hybridisation could lead to théimstion of the White-headed Duck.

Following several years of research into the mad$eceve control methods, the eradication
programme began in September 2005. It is finangedhb EU LIFE-Nature Programme and the
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affgidefra). Although it had been due to end in
August 2010, this has now been extended to 31 Ma@di. The project will still run within its
original budget, and the extension has been massilge as a result of savings earlier in the ptpjec
and changes in the exchange rate against the Ewas estimated at the beginning of the Eradicatio
Programme that the UK population was around 4,4@xb

Progressin the UK since April 2009

A total of 738 adult and immature Ruddy Ducks weet on 37 sites between 1 April 2009 and 30
June 2010. As the population has fallen the birdsta be found on fewer sites and the Food and
Environment Research Agency (Fera) continues tgetdsreeding and wintering sites which have not
previously been visited. Control took place on itéssfor the first time during this period.



I ndependent monitoring of Ruddy Duck numbers

Since the start of the eradication programme, thidféwl & Wetlands Trust (WWT) has carried out
independent surveys of key Ruddy Duck winteringssith the UK. As the eradication has progressed
and numbers on the principal wintering sites haaléeri, more sites have been surveyed to ensure
better coverage and accuracy. Two co-ordinatedtsomnere carried out by WWT in Great Britain in
December 2009 and January 2010. During the Deceothust 104 sites were visited and 253 Ruddy
Ducks were recorded. By January the very cold vezdtlad caused the birds to become even more
concentrated on the key wintering sites and 268shivere recorded on 103 sites. This compares to
687 birds counted in January 2009. It is also psshat the January 2010 figure included somesbird
arriving from the Netherlands as a result of they\eold weather. Three separate counts were carried
out in Northern Ireland in October 2009, January®@nd March 2010. The peak count was only 18
individuals (March 2010), down from 27 in 2008/200nly one of these was a female bird,
suggesting that productivity in Northern Irelandlwe extremely low in 2010.

Since the January 2010 counts, Fera has culledilzeful74 Ruddy Ducks. We are aware that small
numbers of birds were to be found on some sitescowered by the surveys, so the current UK
population is estimated to be around 200 individuekcluding birds hatched this summer. The UK
population continues to concentrate on “tradititaéeding and wintering sites, so continued cdntro
until March 2011 should see a further significaduction in the population.
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Summary of WWT surveys (January counts, 2006-2010)




Progressin Europe

A third and final European workshop is planned $ewille in November 2010. Representatives from
the three European countries which have self-sustapopulations (France, the Netherlands, and the
UK) have been invited, as well as from Belgium (@¥hhas a very small population of around a dozen
birds) and from Spain. The emphasis of this worksidl be to ensure that other countries take note
of the success of the UK eradication programmelsgin to implement their own measures to ensure
that the risk posed by the Ruddy Duck to the Whe#aded Duck is removed.

Only two Ruddy Ducks have been recorded in SpamtesiJanuary 2009, and no hybrids were
recorded in the 2009 breeding season.

Further general information on the project candasfl www.nonnativespecies.org

SECRETARIA GENERAL
PARAEL TERRITORIO Y
LABIODIVERSIDAD

s MINISTERIO

DE MEDIO AMBIENTE

DIRECCION GENERAL
PARA LA BIODIVERSIDAD




