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Wetlands
Wetlands are hugely diverse. But whether they are ponds, marshes, coral reefs, peat lands, lakes or mangroves, they all share one fundamental feature: the complex interaction of their basic components - soil, water, animals and plants. Wetlands fulfil many functions and provide many products that have sustained humans over the centuries. Using wetlands wisely will maintain these functions and the provision of products. However, unsustainable exploitation of wetlands, and river basins as a whole, still occurs on a large scale. This has often resulted in higher frequency and severity of flooding, drought and pollution. The degradation and loss of wetlands and their biodiversity imposes major economic and social losses and costs. 
Wetland management
One of the difficulties identified in wetland management is the division of management responsibilities between different administrative authorities in a river basin. This often results in fragmented and competitive approaches to water resources planning and management. The management of wetlands therefore requires a multidisciplinary process that integrates the technical, economic, environmental, social and legal aspects of water management which does not end at country borders but needs to be carried out on a river basin scale. 
Wetland management training
The primary condition for achieving integrated wetland management is the willingness of sectoral stakeholders to work together. To achieve the necessary cooperation, stakeholders in a catchment area need to be able to understand each other clearly. Steps to achieve understanding of the various views, and to explore how far such separate views can be shared, will be one of the main issues covered within the ‘International Training of Trainers on Wetland Management’ (ICWM-TOT).
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Aims and objectives of the ICWM-TOT
The ICWM-TOT aims to provide participants with the knowledge and skills necessary for curriculum development in the field of wetland management in their own region. The course will focus on the multi-stakeholder processes that play an important role in wetland management and the need for transboundary and cross-sectoral co-operation to manage the natural resources of a river basin. The course will be relevant to all climatic zones. 
Who can participate?
The ICWM-TOT has been designed for (future) trainers in wetland management. The course programme is suitable for wetland managers and land use planners, policy makers, consultants, researchers and NGO staff who have affinity with training. 
Organisation
The course is organised by the International Agricultural Centre (IAC) and the Wetland Advisory and Training Centre (RIZA-WATC) in close co-operation with the Ramsar Convention Secretariat, other institutions from the Wageningen University and Research Centre, the Dutch Ministry of Transport, Public Works and Water Management (Ministry of VenW) and the Dutch Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality (Ministry of LNV). Governmental and non-governmental institutions (also from outside The Netherlands) will contribute to the programme too. 
More Information 
Please, find here the course fact sheet and the application form. 
Online application at http://www.iac.wur.nl/iac/courses/applform_88_05_2005.cfm. 
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