From: aevar@ni.is [mailto:aevar@ni.is] 
Sent: 20 August 2007 17:54
To: Canan Orhun
Cc: blenten@unep.de; jgo@ni.is
Subject: Questionnaire on the implementation of the AEWA Single Species Actions Plans

Dear Ms. Canan, 

Reference is made to your letter of 1 July 2007 to Mr. Jon Gunnar Ottosson General Director of the Icelandic Institute of Natural History (IINH) concerning AEWA SSAPs. Mr. Ottosson has asked me to attend to your requests. Please note that he further requests that the undersigned be registered as the Focal Point for further references on AEWA issues. 

Firstly we would like to make it clear that Iceland is not a contracting party to AEWA (nor the Bonn Convention for that matter). The IINH will nonetheless try and attend to AEWA matters in as much it is in our capacity. This includes Mr. Ottosson presenting the case to the Ministry of the Environment that Iceland becomes party to AEWA. 

Only one species for which AEWA action plans have been made, occurs regularly in Iceland,  i.e. Branta bernicla hrota, not Oxyura leucocephala, as indicated on the supporting documents. Of the other species, for which action plans have been made, further two species, Branta ruficollis and Crex crex, are only very rare vagrants. 

Iceland did participate in the development of the Branta bernicla hrota Action Plan by supplying information and attending consultation meetings. Not being formally a member of AEWA no SSAP has however been drawn up for this species. Neither has been any implementation directly related to specific actions in such an action plan, but in some cases as parts of general bird and nature conservation efforts by the Icelandic conservation authorities. Furthermore Iceland has, through the IINH, taken active part in the Branta bernicla hrota cooperative research project, which has been carried out along the Canadian – Iceland – Ireland flyway during the last few years. 

The excel-file sent on Branta bernicla sites in Iceland has been filled in, see attachment. I am not sure from where you have the pre-listed information but please note that Branta bernicla occurs at only very small part within the total conservation area of the Breidafjördur site. Also one of the sites (Innstavogsnes-Grunnafjördur) is only partly protected (Grunnafjördur) and this is a Ramsar site. 

Iceland will be participating in the development of another AEWA Action Plan, i.e. relating to Cygnus cygnus, and will be attending the consultation meeting, which is planned for the beginning of November this year in Northern-Ireland. The position of Iceland is similar to that for Branta bernicla hrota, as far as AEWA is concerned, and again Iceland has been parttaking in the cooperative research, which has been ongoing between Iceland and UK for the last two decades, primarily based on extensive colour-ringing. 

Respectfully, 


Aevar Petersen 
Chief Scientist 

