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The Cyprus government does not control the northern part of the island (approximately 36%) which is occupied by Turkey since 1974.  The following information applies only for the government-controlled area and not for the Turkish-occupied northern part unless specifically stated.   

The following species are rarely recorded in Cyprus:

Slender-billed curlew, Red-breasted goose, Lesser-white fronted goose, Dalmatian Pelican, Pygmy cormorant, Marbled teal.

Audouin’s Gull is a scarce resident.  It breeds off the northeast coast of Cyprus (Karpassia peninsula) on Kleidhes islets.  According to a latest BirdLife Cyprus survey 18-19 pairs (19 May 2007, M. Miltiadous, Conservation Officer, personal communication) were counted on the 2ond largest islet off the coast of Cape Apostolos Andreas.  Audouins are recorded from time to time on the east coast as well.  Since their only colony is under the Turkish-occupied northern part of Cyprus, no Cyprus government agency can survey or properly protect their breeding site.
The following comments apply to all species mentioned above and are not limited to Audouin’s gull unless specifically stated.

A. Species Protection

· All the above species are protected under Law 152(1) 2003.  They cannot be pursued, shot, taken or by any other means harassed or possessed.  The nests and eggs of all species in the Republic (even those of Hooded crow and Magpie that are considered agricultural pests) may not be destroyed.  Their protection is year-round.

· All protected species can be controlled by government agencies only in cases of airplane safety, Public health-related, etc.  No such case occurred recently for the above species.  Recently game species of waterfowl have been selectively removed from wetlands as samples for Avian Infuenza - related tests.
· Penalties for illegally taking protected species are 10,000 CYP (approximately 17,000 Euros) and / or 2 years in prison.

B. Species Action Plans
· Since the above species rarely are recorded, there are no Species Action Plans.  Audouin’s gulls breed in a colony occupied by Turkey and not controlled by the Cyprus Government.  An action plan cannot be applied in this case.
· A site management plan exists for Larnaca salt lake, a RAMSAR site.  A similar plan is being developed for Akrotiri salt lake as well.
C. Habitat Conservation
Major wetlands and especially Akrotiri and Larnaca Salt lakes are RAMSAR sites and IBAs.  Larnaca is also an SPA under the NATURA 2000 network.  Other wetlands such as Asprogremmos dam is within an SPA boundary.  Three smaller wetlands (IBAs) will soon be declared as SPAs (Achna dam, Paralimni Lake, Oroklini Lake).  The above mentioned wetlands are the most significant on the island and sites where even the rare species mentioned above are recorded from time to time.
D. Direct causes of mortality 

· No birds of the above species have been found dead because of collisions with power lines or other high airspace obstructions.  Other species such as Demoiselle cranes, Common Cranes, migratory raptors and Corncrakes, (also smaller species such as quail, song thrush, etc) have been found dead because of collisions with power lines.  
Areas of higher risk collision are been identified and there is a discussion with the Cyprus Electricity Authority in order to apply mitigation measures to reduce collision risks. 
· Species such as White storks, grey heron, glossy Ibis, little egret, smaller water birds (ducks, coot, moorhen, sandpipers, terns), Corncrakes, raptors (Red-footed falcon, Steppe Buzzard, Western marsh harrier, Eurasian sparrowhawk, Common Kestrel) and small Passserines (Shrike species, warblers, etc) have been found dead because of collisions with the extensive network of Communication Aerials located at the Akrotiri Salt lake, the largest and most important wetland on the island.  The site is within a British Air force Base boundaries and there are discussions for the last 4 years including some mortality surveys and other flight path – related research to identify the magnitude of the problem and to propose mitigation measures.  
· Lead use prohibition around wetlands

      All wetlands are Wildlife Conservation Areas were hunting is prohibited.  The   

      Use of lead shot is prohibited within a 300-m radius from wetlands.

· Persecution and illegal killing

1. The Game Fund enforces Game and Wildlife Law rigorously.  Frequent patrols in hunting areas prevent serious wildlife violations. 

2.  New hunters go through a mandatory hunter education course involving wild bird identification.  

3. Also wildlife law violators must go through the hunter education course in order to have their license validated.

4. The most serious conservation problem Cyprus deals with as far as illegal killing goes is the passerine trapping with nets and limesticks, especially during the fall migration season.

E. Research

·  The Game Fund monitors water birds regularly by conducting monthly water bird counts on Cyprus major wetlands (2 salt lakes and 13 freshwater wetlands).  
· Also, during the end of each year, 30 wetlands are monitored within 3 days.  
· Breeding bird surveys are conducted between March - June when migrant breeders and resident species nest in variable numbers, depending on water levels.   
· Important migrant breeders include Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus (90+ pairs), Spur-winged Plover Vanellus spinosus (30 pairs), Garganey Anas querquedula, and Ferruginous duck Aythya nyroca during the last 2 years.  Little Sterna albifrons and Common Terns S. hirundo nested during the last 5 years in Larnaca salt lake. The resident Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus breeding population ranges between 70-100 pairs.
F. Public awareness 
1. Schools are frequently visited by department biologists and lectures on Wildlife Conservation, Bird Migration, The importance of Cyprus as a Migratory stopover, Wetlands and their Importance, Cyprus endemic fauna, and other topics are presented to students.

2. Hunting clubs are periodically visited and topics such as Legislation, Bird Identification are given.

3. Local communities have been reached especially in areas of high conservation importance such as Akrotiri salt lake and wetland conservation – related talks have been given.
4. TV documentaries have been produced for subjects such as the Akrotiri salt lake and other important conservation areas.  Also radio shows have been produced on the importance of weltlands, Avian Influenza, the endemic Cyprus Mouflon, etc.
5. Posters on Larnaca salt lake, Raptor conservation, the endemic Cyprus Mouflon, other species of migratory birds have been produced and distributed to schools, local communities, Services, etc.  Leaflets on various topics such as Bird Trapping have been produced and sent to all schools.

6. Game Fund wardens are regularly briefed on conservation issues, new developments, bird identification skills and management techniques.  Also presentations are given regularly in the police academy with topics such as Wildlife Legislation, Bird conservation, Bird Trapping.
G. Population management

No reintroduction scheme is underway or planned for the above species.

There are no feral populations of any species that might be considered competing for the above species.

Yellow –legged gulls breeding in high numbers in sites close to the Audouin’s colony may pose a threat to the scarcer gull species.  This needs further investigation which is very difficult due to the political situation.
H. Population monitoring

As mentioned above regular monitoring is conducted on a monthly basis on the most important wetlands.  Monitoring is conducted by Game Fund personnel but also by BirdLife Cyprus staff and volunteers.
Game Fund data on water bird numbers is given regularly to BirdLife Cyprus.
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The above data is based on BirdLife Cyprus 2007 visit to the single Audouin’s gull breeding site on a rocky islet, off Cape Apostolos Andreas.  During the survey 42 adults, 3 immature were counted.  A 1987 similar survey by R. Murray yielded in 15 nests and 36 adult birds. 
I. Establishment and management of protected areas

· Klidhes islands: As mentioned before these small islets off the Cape Apostolos Andreas, the NE-most tip of the island is under Turkish occupation.  The site has been identified as IBA by BirdLife Cyprus but no effective measures of protection can be placed due to the political situation.

· Akrotiri salt lake (including Fassouri / Livadhi marsh):  This is partly a RAMSAR site since 2003 and also an IBA.  The site is protected.  Management plan under preparation.
· Larnaca salt lake: This is partly a RAMSAR site since 2001 and an SPA since 2005.  The site is protected.  Management plan implemented.  

· Oroklini marsh:  IBA.  Site proposed for SPA designation.  Site is a Wildlife Conservation Area where hunting is prohibited.  Site currently not protected by other development.  

(GPS coordinates: Longitude 559,440.03, Latitude 3,869,665.83)
Achna dam: IBA.  Site proposed for SPA designation.  Site is a Wildlife Conservation Area where hunting is prohibited. 
(GPS coordinates: Longitude 573,493.19, Latitude 3,878,990.89)

· Paralimni Lake: IBA.  Site proposed for SPA designation.  Site currently not protected by hunting or other activities.

(GPS coordinates: Longitude 587,999.68, Latitude 3,877,814.50)

