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Theoretical historic extent of wetlands

(indicative map)

Extent of wetlands in 2008

(indicative map)



2-4 pairs

2-4 pairs

38-40 pairs



RSPB Nene Washes
800 hectares

RSPB Ouse Washes
1,334 hectares

WWT Welney
500 hectares

Pilot Project site
76 hectares

Coveney
92 hectares

Lady Fen complex
114 hectares
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Nene Washes

Ouse Washes

Sites adjacent to Ouse Washes



Overview 

INCREASE PRODUCTIVITY

ENHANCE HABITAT

UNDERSTAND MOVEMENTS

TRIAL HEADSTARTING

SUPPORT & AWARENESS

PRODUCE ACTION PLAN

Population size

Productivity

Range

Long-term plan✓

More secure future for 
breeding black-tailed 

godwit in the UK
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Population size
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Productivity
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The numbers… Total birds released: 206

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
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Number of eggs collected 32 11 23 32 51 - 47 52

Number of eggs hatched 27 2 19 23 50 - 44 51

Hatch rate 84% 18% 83% 72% 98% - 94% 98%

Number of birds released 25 1 18 20 48 - 43 51

Fledgling rate 93% 50% 95% 87% 96% - 98% 100%



BREEDING POPULATIONS AT ALL SITES AND CONTRIBUTION OF HS BIRDS

44 pairs 
2017
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Range

Previously and still occupied

Newly occupied since 2017

Target for future



Project Godwit is a partnership between RSPB and WWT with major funding from the EU LIFE Nature 

Programme, the HSBC 150th Anniversary Fund, Natural England, the National Lottery Heritage Fund through 

the Back from the Brink programme, Leica and the Montague-Panton Animal Welfare Trust.

Find out more at: www.projectgodwit.org.uk


